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EXPLANATORY. 


BY THE EDITOR. 


When, at the close of the second volume of the AMERICAN 
ANNALS oF THE Dear anp Dumps, we announced the suspen- 
sion of the work, the hope was at the same time expressed 
that it would be resumed and carried forward at some future 
day. This hope has found its realization, even sooner than we 
expected, and in a manner altogether more satisfactory, 

It is not necessary, in this place, to go into detail in regard 
to the resumption and reconstruction of the Annats. The 
report of the proceedings of the Convention lately held at New 
York, with which a large part of the present number is filled, 
will furnish for all who desire it, the fullest information on this 
head. 

Enough to say, for the present, that this periodical is now, 
and is to be henceforth, during the long life which we trust it 
will enjoy, the common property of all the American Institu- 
tions for the Deaf and Dumb ;—all have an equal interest in its 
welfare, and all are pledged alike to its support. We speak 
thus confidently and comprehensively, because we have every 
reason to believe that the few Institutions not represented in 
the New York Convention, will unite, with promptness and . 
cheerfulness, in the enterprize. 
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But however this may be, the pecuniary basis upon which 
our periodical rests is firm, and bids fair to remain so. While 
we desire, of course, to obtain the largest possible number of 
subscribers, in order that our work may be widely known and 
read, its existence and its efficiency are nevertheless not at all 
dependent upon the length of its subscription list. 

And so likewise in respect to the matter of the periodical. 
Such arrangements have been made that there cannot be, here- 
after, any lack of appropriate material with which to fill its 
pages. The task will rather be, to select judiciously from a 
superabundant harvest of words spontaneously growing; for 
there is much to be said, and many are ready to say it. 

The editor appointed by the Convention, is the same individ- 
ual who had charge of the work when it was the peculiar prop- 
erty of the American Asylum. Unfortunately, he was not able 
to be present at the meeting of instructors in New York, and 
was not aware that any movement on the subject of a publica- 
tion was to be made, until he saw, at the distance of several 
hundred miles from the place of gathering, the announcement 
of his name as editor, in the Tribune’s report of the proceed- 
ings of the Convention. He accepts the appointment with 
alacrity ; believing, as he always has done, in the great utility 
of such a work ; and being confident, as the case now stands, 
of the cordial co-operation of all his associates throughout the 
country. He is happy, also, to know that the responsibility of 
the conduct of the AnnaLs, is not to rest upon himself alone. 
Guided and aided by the counsels of an Executive Committee, 
so eminent in their profession as W. W. Turner, of Connecti- 
cut, H. P. Peet, of New York and J.S. Brown, of Indiana, he 
can have no fear of failure. 

The outward aspect of the Annats will be the same as here- 
tofore, and the character of its contents will change, if at all, 
more in form than substance. It will be devoted of course, 
first and chiefly, to the great cause of deaf-mute education ; 
but it will, at the same time, hold itself at liberty to glance, 
now and then, into other fields of benevolent effort, lying more 
or less distant from its own peculiar ground. All matters 
related to the instruction of the deaf and dumb ; whether per- 
taining to the science or the art; to theoretical principle or 
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practical detail; will receive, in the ANNats, the most careful, 
thorough and (we hope,) candid investigation, from whatever 
point of view the subject may be regarded. 

But this department of our work will occupy only a portion 
of its pages. Long and labored articles will not crowd away 
others of a lighter and more miscellaneous character. The 
“heavy artillery” will not be suffered to cover the whcle ground. 
Reviews of new books bearing upon our general subject will 
appear from time to time, together with criticisms upon what- 
ever may be accounted worthy of critical notice. Items of 
intelligence connected, in any way, with the deaf and dumb, 
will be diligently gathered from all quarters and printed in the 
Annas, for the information of such as may be interested in 
them. Articles of a poetical and imaginative cast will always 
be welcome, provided they have inherent merit enough to make 
them so; and wit and humor, if those rare qualities belong to 
any of our contributors, need never fear that their application 
for a place in our sober columns will be frowned away. 

As a general rule, all the origin4l articles published in the 
AwnnaLs, will be accompanied by the name of the writer. Our 
intention is to allow the fullest and freest discussion ; to invite 
the “largest liberty” of utterance from those who have any 
thing which they feel constrained to say ; and as it can hardly 
be expected that all thoughts thus admitted to our columns, will 
perfectly harmonize with each other, it becomes necessary, to 
avoid confusion, that every man should bear the responsibility 
of his own work. 

The Annats will not be the exclusive exponent or advocate 
of any so called “system” of deaf-mute instruction. Our phi- 
losophy is eclectic. Whatever contrives to exist at all in this 
world with any degree of permanence, must have some latent 
quality of good, in it or connected with it, out of which its 
vitality springs. No method of teaching the deaf and dumb is 
so utterly and entirely vicious, that the diligent and candid in- 
quirer may not find therein some hint, at least, by which to 
profit, even in the better course which he is himself pursuing. 
As American instructors, our manifest duty is to regard, with- 
out prejudice, all the various methods of the European mas- 
ters; to winnow from each the wheat it may have, while we 
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cast the chaff away. And so, too, in respect to “progress” in 
our art. We should look at the same time both backward and 
forward, and take for our motto, Reverence for the Past— 
Faith in the Future. 

Thus much by way of introduction. Our literary bark is 
launched once more upon the waters, for along and (we trust, ) 
a prosperous voyage. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST CONVENTION OF AMER- 
ICAN INSTRUCTORS OF THE DEAF AND DUMB, 


Held at the New York Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, on Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday, August 28, 29, and 20, 1850. 


In pursuance of the following call, a number of the Instruc- 
tors of American Institutions for the Dear and Dump, met in 
Convention, on Wednesday, the 28th of August, 1850, at the 
Institution for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb in the 
City of New-York. 

This Convention had been called to meet in the same place, 
in August of the previous year, (1849,) but was then post- 
poned, owing to the prevalence of the Epidemic. ‘The project, 
however, was still warmly cherished, and, in the month of 
March last, new measures were taken for its fulfillment. The 
circular letters of invitation were reissued; and in accordance 
therewith, the Convention was duly organized, and proceeded 
to the transaction of the important business brought before it. 
The sessions continued through three days. 

The Call issued for the occasion was as follows : 


INSTITUTION FoR THE Dear anp Duns, 
New-York, June 12th, 1849. 
Dear Sir: 


For the information of some who may receive this letter, 
it is proper to state, that, on the 23rd of April last, at the 
request of our Associates in the department of instruction 
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in this Institution, a Circular was addressed by us to each of 
the Instructors in the American Institutions for the Deaf 
and Dumb, in respect to holding a Convention of the Teachers 
of the Deaf and Dumb in this country. 

Responses to the questions proposed have been received from 
forty Instructors, connected with nine Institutions, including 
our own, and the sum of their replies is as follows : 

All regard such a Convention as desirable. A majority of 
the Instructors and the representatives of the greatest number 
of Institutions deem it practicable to hold it the present year, 
and agree in suggesting that it be held inthe month of August, 
in the city of New-York, and be called, and arrangements 
made for it, by the signers of the Circular above-mentioned. 
All are in favor of extending the invitation to former Instruc- 
tors, and several suggest that the Directors and Trustees of 
our Institutions be also invited. 

In compliance with the wishes thus expressed, the undersigned 
feel bound to proceed without farther delay, to call a Conven- 
tion of the present and former Instructors of the Deaf and Dumb 
in this country. We also include in the invitation, having no 
doubt that it will meet the wishes of the Instructors generally 
and add essentially to the interest and importance of the Con- 
vention, all the Trustees and Directors of American Institu- 
tions for the Deaf and Dumb, and those State Officers on whom 
is devolved the duty of selecting the beneficiaries of the Legis- 
lative appropriations for indigent deaf-mutes in their respective 
States. 

In the name of our fellow-laborers in the cause of deaf-mute 
education in this country, the undersigned would, therefore, 
cordially invite you to attend a Convention to meet at the 
New-York Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, on Wednesday, 
the 29th of August next, at ten o’clock, A. M. 

The Exercises will be determined hy a Committee, to be 
appointed by the Convention. They will probably, as sug- 
gested by different instructors, consist of a free interchange of 
views on topics relating to the Deaf and Dumb; discussions, 
reading of Essays and other written communications, Reports 
of Committees on subjects assigned, etc. Will you, Sir, be so 
kind as to prepare a paper, on such subject as you may con- 
sider appropriate, to be presented by yourself to the Conven- 
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tion at that time, or forwarded for their use in case of your 
absence. 

We will, in conclusion, express our earnest desire, that you 
will, if possible, be present at this Convention, and we are 
happy to add, that the Board of Directors of this Institution, 
having given their hearty concurrence in this call, have author- 
ized the Committee of Arrangements to offer the hospitalities 
of the Institution to all the members of the Convention. 

Very Respectfully Yours, 
Harvey P. Pest, 
Daviv E. Barriett, 
J. Appison Cary. 


INSTITUTION FoR THE Dear anp Dump, 
New York, March 9th, 1850. 


Dear Sir: 

Circumstances connected with the state of the public 
health, rendered it necessary to defer the Convention of 
Instructors of the deaf and dumb, which was called for the 
29th of August last. The Committee of Arrangements, by 


virtue of authority vested in them, after due advisement, 
respectfully renew the call for the Convention to assemble on 
Wednesday, August 28th, 1850, at the same hour of the day, 
the same place, and under the same provisions as are stated in 
the foregoing Circular. The last Wednesday of August is 
named, because it is in the vacation of nearly all the Institutions, 
and because it is the week following that designated for the 
great Educational Convention at Philadelphia. 

Allow us to express the earnest hope that you will be 
present at the session of the Convention. Your attendance 
would add much to its respectability, interest and beneficial 
results. May we not ask this as a favor due to the cause of 
deaf-mute instruction, the success of which you are laboring 
to promote ? 

Requesting the favor of an early reply, we are, dear sir, 

Very Respectfully, your obedient servants, 
H. P. Peer, Committee of 


D. E. Barttert, 
f 
J. A. Cary, Arrangements 


3 
= 


Instructors of the Deaf and Dumb. 7 


The meeting was called to order, at a few minutes after 10 
A. M., by H. P. Peet, LL. D., President of the New York 
Institution. Dr. Peer then made some appropriate observa- 
tions, regarding the objects for which the Convention had 
assembled. With the view of perfecting an organization, he 
begged leave to nominate as temporary chairman, a gentleman 
deeply interested in the cause of deaf-mute education—Gen. 
Prosper M. Wermore. 

Gen. WEeTMoRE was accordingly chosen unanimously. On 
taking the chair, he tendered his acknowledgements and made 
some appropriate remarks. He considered the science of 
deaf-mute instruction of infinite importance, and looked upon 
it as an era in the history of the cause, that this Convention 
had assembled. We here meet, he said, in council, to consult 
upon measures in which we are all interested, and to seek to 
advance and give permanence to the efforts in which we 
are engaged. In concluding, he invoked the blessings of 
Heaven on the deliberations of the body. 

On motion, Prof. Tuos. Gattaupet, of New York, was 
then appointed Secretary, pro tem. 

On motion of Dr. Pest, it was resolved, “that the chairman 
be requested to call upon one of the clergymen present to open 
the deliberations of this Convention with prayer to Almighty 
God for His blessing.” 

In compliance with this resolution, the chairman called upon 
Rev. G. T. Bepett, Rector of the Church of the Ascension, 
New York. Whereupon Mr. Bepett offered the opening 
prayer. 

On motion of Mr. J. S. Brown, of Indiana, a committee of 
five, consisting of Messrs. Brown, Orricer of Illinois, Fannin 
of Georgia, Pertinertt of Pennsylvania and Cary of New 
York, were appointed to nominate permanent officers of the 
Convention. 

The Committee then retired. 

On motion of Prof. Bartietr, of New York, a committee 
of three delegates was appointed by the chair to receive and 
examine the credentials of delegates. The chair appointed 
Messrs. Bartiett, E. Peet and Rev. J. H. Perrine1tt; who 
proceeded to the performance of their duties. 
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On motion of Dr. Peer, 

Resolved, That the meetings of this Convention be open to 
the public, and that the usual facilities be afforded to the 
reporters of the public press. 

Dr. Peer then read a letter just received by him from Rev. 
T. H. Gatuavupet, of Hartford, stating that his feeble health 
rendered him unable to attend the Convention. Mr. Gatiav- 
DET’s letter was as follows: 


Hartrorp, August 26th, 1850. 


To the President and Members of the Convention of Teachers 
and Friends of the Deaf and Dumb, to be held in the New York 
Institution this week : 

GENTLEMEN : 

I deeply regret that the state of my health prevents my 
attending the meeting of your Convention. I anticipate from 
it very important and beneficial results. 

May Almighty God, by his spirit of wisdom and grace, so 
guide your deliberations and doings, that great and lasting 
good may accrue from them to the respective Institutions with 
which you are connected, and to those to whom your arduous 
and benevolent labors are devoted. 

Be pleased, gentlemen, to accept, individually, the expres- 
sion of my sincere and affectionate regard. 

Yours respectfully, 
T. H. 


Letters were also received from Messrs. Lewis We xp, of 
the Hartford Institution; H. Loorsorrow, of New York; and 
J. A. Ayres, of East Hartford; Rev. Grorce E. Day, of 
Northampton; Rev. A. B. Lampert, of Salem, N. Y.; A. B. 
Hutton, Esq., of the Pennsylvania Institution; and N. P. 
Warxer, Esq., of the South Carolina Institution. 


From Mr. Weld. 


American AsyLuM, 
Hartford, Aug. 27, 1850. 


To the President of the Convention, §-c.: 
Sir: 
The state of my health, and other considerations involving 
duty to others as well as myself, will prevent my attendance 
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upon the Convention which is to assemble to-morrow at the 
Institution for the deaf and dumb in New York. Will you do 
me the favor to assure the members of the Convention of my 
hearty desire that good to the common cause in which we are 
engaged may result from their deliberations, and of my regret 
that circumstances beyond my control forbid my attempting to 
aid that good cause by meeting with them on this interesting 
occasion. 
I am, sir, most respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


Lewis WE Lp. 


From Mr. Loof borrow. 
New York, August 28, 1850. 

H. P. Peer, Esq. 

Dear Sir: 

I have deferred to acknowledge the receipt of the circular 
which you forwarded to me some days since, believing I should 
be able to attend the Convention, but I now find that business 
arrangements render it impossible for me to do so. 

I regret exceedingly that I am unable to attend on so inter- 
esting an occasion, for I had anticipated much pleasure in being 
present and listening to the discussions, etc. of such an 
assembly. 

Respectfully yours, 
H. Loorsorrow. 


From Mr. Ayres. 
East Hartrorp, Aug. 27, 1850. 

H. P. Peet, Esq., 

Dear Sir: 

It is with no small regret that I find myself unable to be 
presentat the Convention about to assemble at your Institution. 
I regret to lose the pleasant intercourse I had hoped there 
to enjoy, the pro‘t I had expected to receive, and the privilege 
of adding my feeble aid toward the furtherance of a cause in 
which I have a sincere interest. 

Allow me to express through you to the Convention my sym- 
pathy with its objects, my cordial wish that its deliberations 
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may be fruitful in good to those who suffer the calamity of 
deafness, and my earnest assurance that though necessarily 
absent, my heart will rejoice in all that is devised and done for 
the moral, social and intellectual cultivation of the deaf and 
dumb. 
With much respect, 
Very truly yours, 
J. A. Ayres. 


The committee on nominations having returned and reported 
through their chairman, J. S. Brown, Esq., the following gen- 
tlemen were then unanimously elected, 


Officers of the Convention. 
Hon. CHRISTOPHER MORGAN, President. 


Rev. W. W. Turner, Conn., 

Dr. H. P. Peet, N. Y., 

Joshua Foster, Pa., 

J.S. Brown, Ind., Vice Presidents. 
W. D. Cooke, N. C., 

Thos. Officer, IIl., 

O. P. Fannin, Geo. 


uff, 2 . 

The report of the nominating committee being accepted, 
the gentlemen named entered upon the performance of the 
duties assigned to them. 

Messrs. Brown and Turner were requested to wait upon 
the President to the chair. 

Mr. Morean then spoke briefly as follows: He appreciated, 
he said, most sensibly the kindness manifested and the honor 
conferred upon him in selecting him to preside over the delib- 
erations of this body. The occasion was one of peculiar 
interest. The great progress already made in the instruction 
of the deaf and dumb had enlisted a general interest in their 
behalf; and their cause appealed most strongly to the kindness 
and sympathy of the community. The deaf and dumb were 
not themselves inclined to consider the deprivation of their 
senses at all as a misfortune, though others, in possession of 
all their faculties, regard it as a great affliction. The liber- 
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ality of the states, and the beneficence of individuals, with the 
persevering efforts of devoted teachers, have done much to 
alleviate their condition. It was not impossible that it was in 
the power of this Convention, by comparing opinions, stating 
results and adopting measures, to do yet more for their ad- 
vancemenut. He confessed that it was a matter of great aston- 
ishment with him that so much had been done for the educa- 
tion of the deaf and dumb. It was almost a mystery how it 
had been possible to impress upon minds which had no oral 
language even the elementary principles of instruction. He 
trusted the efforts of this occasion would be abundantly blessed ; 
and much advance and improve the,condition of the deaf and 
dumb. 

On motion of Dr. Pert, a committee, consisting of one 
delegate from each state and Institution represented in the 
Convention, was then appointed to consider and report upon 
the order and form of business. 

The business committee was accordingly constituted as fol- 
lows: Hon. C. Morean, President of the convention; Dr. 
Peer, of New York; Mr. Fannin, of Georgia; Mr. Brown, 
of Indiana; Mr. Foster, of Pa.; Mr. Turner, of Conn. ; 
Mr. Orricer, of Ill.; and Mr. Cooke, of N. C. 

On motion of Hon. J. W. Beekman, a committee of five was 
appointed to draft rules for the government of the convention. 
This committee consisted of Messrs. Beekman, of N. Y., 
Srone, of Conn.; Fannin, of Geo.; Cooxr, of N. C.; and 
Morais, of N. Y. 

The following resolution was then offered by Dr. Pert, and 
adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, 'That the gentlemen who have come prepared with 
written articles, present the titles of these articles in writing, 
to the business committee ; and in like manner, those who have 
subjects of discussion to propose to the convention, state these 
in writing to the same committee. 

The business committee then retired. 

Prof. Bartiett, from the committee on credentials, pre- 
sented the following report. 
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LIST OF DELEGATES PRESENT. 


From the American Asylum for the deaf and dumb at Hart- 
ford, Conn.—Rev. W. W. Turner, Mr. L. H. Woodruff, Mr. 
Samuel Porter, Mr. Collins Stone and Mr. W. Whiton. 

From the Pennsylvania Institution.—Messrs. J. Foster, Benj. 
D. Pettengill and J. Mount. 

From the Indiana Institution. —Mr. J. 8. Brown, Superinten- 
dent and Mr. N. M. Totten. 

From the Illinois Institution —Mr. Thomas Officer, Principal. 

From the North Carolina Institution—Mr. Wm. D. Cooke, 
Principal. 

From the New York Institution. —H. P. Peet, LL. D., Pres. 
of the Institution, and Professors D. E. Bartlett, Rev. J. A. 
Cary, O. W. Morris, J. Van Nostrand, Thomas Gallaudet, I. 
L. Peet, E. Peet, F. A. Spofford and J. H. Benedict. Also, 
P. M. Wetmore, Esq., Ist Vice President of the New York 
Institution, Hon. Jas. W. Beekman, J.C. Green, Esq., Rev. 
G. T. Bedell, Israel Russell and Shepherd Knapp, Esqrs., 
Members of the Board of Directors of the N. Y. Institution. 

Hon. Christopher Morgan, Secretary of the State of N. Y., 
and Superintendent of common schools. 

Rev. H. N. Brinsmade, D. D., of Newark, N. J., Rev. J. H. 
Pettengill, of Essex, Conn., Messrs. G. H. Loring, of Boston, 
Mass. and J. R. Burnet, of N. J., former instructors of the 
deaf and dumb. 

Dr. T. F. King, Superintendent of public schools in N. J., 
Mr. H. Hirzel, Principal of the Asylum for the Biind at Lau- 
sanne, Switzerland. 

On motion, the Report was adopted. 

The Committee on Business now reported, in part, as 
follows : 


That in addition to the reading of such papers as should be presented, it 
would be expedient to diseuss the following questions: 

1. What branches of study should be included in a course of Five years’ 
instruction. 

2. What branches of study should be included in a course of Seven years’ 
instruction. 

3. At what Age should pupils be admitted toan Institution, and what should 
be the length of the period of their instruction. 

4. Obstacles in the way of their improvement. 
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5. Articulation. 
6. Text-books. 
7. Trades. 
8. Amusements. 
9. Library. 
10. Method of teaching Grammar, Geography, &c. 
11. Division of time each day. 
12. Government of pupils. 
13. Should the sexes be classified together. 
14, Support of Institutions. 
15. Use of Signs. 
The Committee also recommend, that a Memoir prepared by Dr. Peet be 
read before the Convention, this morning. 


The Report of the Committee was accepted. 

The Convention then listened to a Memoir from Dr. H. P. 
Pret, on the History of Deaf-mute Instruction. 

Some interesting remarks ensued upon the conclusion of 
this Memoir. 

Rev. Mr. Turner, of Hartford, was of the opinion, that the 
accounts of early success in teaching the deaf and dumb, 
should be received with a great deal of allowance. We know 
that the times in which these scenes are said to have trans- 
pired, were times of marvelous events ; and historians of those 
days were prone to magnify events which occurred, and prone 
to deal in marvels. He would relate an incident that occurred 
in Hartford, which had Jed him to place small reliance upon 
mere statements not corroborated by abundant proof. Some 
few years since, an Association of the Teachers of New 
England met at Hartford. He was present at their delibera- 
tions. A little before that meeting, the question as to the 
proper mode of instructing the deaf and dumb, had been 
agitated in Boston ; and the Hon. Horace Mann, at that time 
Secretary of the Board of Education in Massachusetts, 
became a strong advocate of the system prevalent in Germany, 
viz. teaching by articulation rather than by signs. In support 
of the superior advantages claimed for this mode of instruction, 
Mr. M. called the attention of the meeting to a young man 
from New London county, Conn., who was present and who 
was said to have been born deaf and dumb. His father, how- 
ever, had succeeded in teaching him to read and write. The 
case was set forth by Mr. Mann, as conclusive proof of the 
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superiority of the plan of teaching by articulation, as prac- 
ticed in the German schools. Mr. Wurppte, the father of the 
youth, was introduced to the notice of the Convention, and 
was called upon to state the processes by which he had been 
enabled to teach his son to read and speak. He stated that he 
was born deaf and dumb; that he (the father) after having 
ascertained the fact, began very early to instruct him, by 
showing him objects and persons in connection with their 
names. By placing the mouth near his ear and enunciating 
words very distinctly, he was then taught to understand articu- 
lation, and at last to read. These facts (continued Mr. 
Turner) led me to think that this boy could not be entirely 
deaf; I therefore determined to try some experiments with 
him. On questioning the father closely, in a private inter- 
view, the same details of management were repeated, and 
there seemed to be no ground for further doubt. An opportuni- 
ty, however, soon occurred to experiment upon the son. The 
result was, that the young man made prompt replies to ques- 
tions asked close to his ear in little more than an ordinary 
tone of voice, without seeing the mouth of the speaker, and 
was evidently neither deaf nor dumb. ‘These results were 
laid before the Convention, in the afternoon of the same day, 
and further experiments substantiated the opinion already 
formed, that the young man was only afflicted by a partial 
deprivation of the sense of hearing. The father, however, 
was certainly entitled to much credit for his successful 
attempts at teaching his son to read, from the motions of the 
lips—a feat which was successfully accomplished, at a distance 
of several yards. Mr. Turner prodnced this case to show that 
other wonderful accounts of success in teaching by articula- 
tion, might, upon a thorough investigation, be found worthy of 
little confidence ; and that it is more than probable that many 
of the instances dwelt upon by ancient writers, were of a sim- 
ilar character to this modern instance. 

Dr. Peet replied. He had not felt at liberty to discredit 
statements made with so much apparent candor and good faith. 
He was, however, confidently of opinion, with the gentleman 
from Hartford, that many of the statements of the ancient 
writers are very incorrect, where the success of the early 
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teachers of the deaf and dumb is alluded to. He believed, 
however, that the persons named in connection with those 
events were remarkable men; and that none engaged in the 
instruction of the deaf and dumb at the present time, pos- 
sessed greater claims than they to the gratitude of posterity. 

On motion of Mr. Wuiton, (a deaf-mute delegate,) Prof. 
Tuos. GaLLaupET was then appointed Interpreter of the Con- 
vention, for the benefit of the deaf and dumb gentlemen 
present. 

On motion of Prof. Turner, the Convention then took a 
recess until 3 o’clock, P. M. 


FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


At the opening of the afternoon session, Hon. J. W. Berx- 
MAN, from the committee on Rules, presented the following 
report : 


RULES. 


I. The members of this Convention present at any time 
appointed for a meeting, shall constitute a quorum for all pur- 
poses of general discussion and debate and of adjournment. 

II. The President, or one of the Vice Presidents, or in their 
absence, a member chosen by the majority for the purpose, 
shall preside at each meeting of the Convention. 

III. The proceedings at each meeting shall be in the follow- 
ing order : 

1. Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting. 

2. Reports from committees. 

3. Reading of communications. 

4. Unfinished business. 

IV. All committees shall report in writing. 

V. Every resolution shall be reduced to writing and sub- 
scribed by the name of the member offering the same. 

VI. At all meetings of the Convention, the rules of proceed- 
ing shall be those contained in Jefferson’s Manual, except in 
those cases herein specially provided for. 

The Report was adopted. 
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On motion of Dr. Peer, it was resolved “that the delibera- 
tions of each day be opened with an exposition of Scripture 
and prayer in the language of signs, and be closed by a prayer 
in the same language.” 

A paper was then read by Mr. L. H. Wooprvrr, of Hart- 
ford, on the “ Moral Education of the Deaf and Dumb.” 

Remarks from Prof. Barrrert, Dr. Peet, Prof. Cary, Prof. 
Morris, Rev. Mr. Turner, and Messrs. P. M. Wetmore, J. 8S. 
Brown, W. D. Cooke, and T. Orricer, followed the reading 
of Mr. Wooprurr’s paper. 

Prof. Barrier, of New York, bore testimony to the senti- 
ments of the author of the paper which had just been read, 
regarding the importance of the early days and months of the 
instruction of deaf-mutes. He related a number of instances 
which had come under his own observation. One was a boy, 
who had known nothing of moral or religious influences ; his 
father being a deaf-mute, and his mother deranged. Through 
careful and diligent training, a beneficial influence was exerted 
upon his mind after he became a pupil; andin a few monthsa 
happy change was manifested. The daily exercise of secret 
prayer soon followed ; and there was great reason to hope that 
a thorough change had been effected in the habits and feelings 
of this lad. Other instances were adduced, showing the great 
force of impressions made upon the minds of pupils in the 
earlier stages of their instruction. 

Dr. Pzert cordially agreed with the sentiments of the paper 
just read, and called attention to one most important considera- 
tion, viz., the effect of moral and religious training in influenc- 
ing the condition of the pupil in after life. It is stated that 
when the question was asked of the mother of a very estimable 
character, what period of life she would select if she had the 
training of a child but for a limited period, she said, “Give me 
the first ten years;” Dr. P. thought it would be found in the 
history of the experience of deaf-mute teachers that the im- 
pressions that had been most permanent and influential, were 
made when the pupil comes first under the instruction of the 
teacher. He then believes everything that is said to him; 
impressions then made are retained; and his mental training 
exerts an influence upon his mind throughout the course of in- 
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struction, and in subsequent years. Dr. Perr went on to 
demonstrate that it is too often the case, when deaf-mutes are 
brought to the institutions, that they are too old to profit by 
the exercises of the school-room. Such persons may become 
practically well informed in relation to moral duties; make 
good citizens ; become competent to manage their own affairs; 
and receive a correct knowledge of their moral cbligations 
which may influence their condition in subsequent life,—but at 
the same time be exceedingly discouraging pupils in a class. 
They are rarely benefited by the intellectual training to which 
the other classes of the institution are subjected—are unable 
to keep up with their studies, and are no credit to the teacher. 
It was urged as of great importance that more attention should 
be bestowed upon this subject. Dr. P. mentioned some cases 
of the description he had referred to, which had fallen under 
his own observation. He objected strongly to receiving such 
persons into institutions for the Deaf and Dumb; to the exclu- 
sion of others who might be benefited by the courses of in- 
struction, and thus do credit to themselves, to the institution, 
and to the state. 

Prof. Cary, of New York, related a number of instances 
which had occurred during his own experience, showing the 
state of mind of many of his pupils when they first came under 
his care. He had taken memoranda, as no doubt other teach- 
ers had done of their ideas, as expressed in replies to questions 
he had propounded. He had often thought of a striking 
remark made to him by a missionary, now resident in India, 
likening the condition of the uneducated deaf and dumb to 
that of heathen in a Christian land. ‘You are, said he, upon 
heathen ground.” Prof. Cary considered the condition of the 
uneducated deaf and dumb truly deplorable ; and saw strong 
incentives to exertion in their behalf. 

Prof. Bartiett, of New York, urged the importance of 
memoranda respecting the progress of pupils in moral and re- 
ligious truth. 

Mr. Cooke, of North Carolina, gave several interesting 
statements in corroboration of the remarks of the preceding 
speakers. 

Prof. Morris, of New York, heartily responded to the senti- 
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ments expressed in Mr. Wooprurr’s paper. He recalled some 
instances where the moral and religious training of the pupils 
had resulted in the conversion of the parents. He held it to 
be the duty of Instructors of the deaf and dumb, to instill 
such principles into the mind of every pupil under their care. 

Rev. Mr. Turner, of Hartford, made some remarks going to 
show that the minds of the deaf and dumb under instruction 
are very early susceptible of religious impressions, and that 
they sometimes manifest a degree of interest and inquisitive- 
ness on religious subjects quite remarkable. To illustrate this 
point, he mentioned the case of two members of his present 
class, who lost their hearing in childhood, but who could still 
make some use of speech. When the fall of our first parents 
in consequence of the temptation of Satan was communicated 
to them for the first time, one of them asked, Why did God 
make him? When told that God created him holy, and that 
he rebelled and became wicked and then tried to make Adam 
and Eve wicked also; the other inquired, Why did’nt God 
kill him ? 

Mr. T. also sustained the idea that pupils of advanced 
age should not, except in special cases, be received into Insti- 
tutions for the Deaf and Dumb. 

Gen. P. M. Wermore said that, although unfortunately 
absent at the reading of the paper, he had gathered its purport 
from the discussion which had taken place. It is a subject, 
said he, interesting to all of us. He agreed fully with Dr. 
Peet, that other provisions should be made for such persons as 
were too far advanced in life to receive the full benefits of our 
present Institutions for the deaf and dumb. Another class of 
Institutions is required, which might absorb the particular class 
of unfortunates who are denied access elsewhere. 

Other remarks followed from Messrs. Brown, Wooprurr 
and Orricer. 

The following resolution, proposed by Prof. BarTLert, was 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the collection of interesting facts relating to 
the moral and religious culture of the deaf and dumb in con- 
nection with their mental education, tends greatly to promote 
the great and good cause in which we are laboring ; and that it 
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is desirable that the Instructors of the deaf and dumb in our 
several Institutions, should give their attention to this subject 
and take note of all the interesting incidents that occur to their 
notice. 

A paper was then read by Prof Tos. GaLuaupet, of New 
York, on ‘School Room Arrangements.” 

Remarks followed from Dr. Peet, and Professors Cary, 
Cooke, Wooprurr, Turner and others. 

The exercises of the day were then closed with prayer in the 
language of signs by Dr. Peer; and the convention adjourned 
to meet at 9 A. M., on Thursday. 


SECOND DAY. MORNING SESSION. 


Tuurspay, August 29, 1850. 


The Convention re-assembled at 9 A. M., on Thursday. In 
the absence of the President, the meeting was called to order 
by Dr. Peet, and Rev. Mr. Turner, the first Vice President, 
took the chair. 

Prof. ‘Turner then made an exposition of a passage of Scrip- 
ture from John, xii: 46, and offered a prayer in the language 
of signs. 

The minutes of the previous day were read by the Secretary, 
and approved. 

Dr. Peet, as Chairman of the committee on business, then 
submitted a report from that committee in continuation of 
their report of yesterday : 

“The committee on business, in continuation of their report 
of yesterday, beg leave respectfully to submit the following 
papers to be read, and for discussion the following questions. 

1. On Significant Action in the Pulpit—By J. Appison 
Cary. 

2. An Inquiry whether Deaf-mutes are more subject to In- 
sanity than the Blind.—By O. W. Morris. 

3. Plan for a Syllabic Manual Alphabet.—By I .R. Burner. 

4. On Deaf-mute Instruction.—Anonymons. 

5. Moral state of the Deaf and Dumb previous to Education, 
and the Means and Results of Religious Influence among 
them.—By I. Lewis Peer. 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION. 

1. A Resolution prepared by Rev. Mr. Cary, of New York, 
relative to the census. 

2. A Resolution respecting the Introduction of the Manual 
Alphabet in Common Schools. 

3. Information by Principals of Institutions in answer to 
questions contained in the Fifth Volume of the “ Annales de 
? Education des Sourds-Muets et des Aveugles @ Paris,” under 
the direction of Prof. Morel. 

4. Resolution relative to a Periodical. 

This Report of the committee was adopted. 

On motion of Rev. J. H. Perrenaitt, it was reselved, that 
the anonymous communication on the subject of Deaf-mute 
Instruction be first read. 

Mr. Brown, of Indiana, stated that as a member of the 
committee, he had accorded his assent to the reading of this 
paper, on the assurance that it was a clever article; but he 
objected to the reception of such articles as a general rule, and 
hoped that this instance would not be regarded as a precedent. 

The paper was then read by the Secretary. 

Mr. Petrencitu offered the following resolution at the con- 
clusion of the reading of the paper: 

Resolved, That the anonymous communication just read be 
excepted from the published proceedings of the Convention. 

After some remarks from Hon. J. W. Beexman in support of 
the resolution, taking the ground that anonymous communica- 
tions were not entitled to the same consideration as those fur- 
nished by members of the Convention, the resolution was 
adopted. 

A paper on “Significant Action in the Pulpit” was then read 
by Prof. J. A. Cary, of New York. 

Prof. D. E. Barrierr, of New York; read a paper on the 
“ Acquisition of Language.” 

Prof. O. W. Morris, of New York, then read a paper enti- 
tled “An Inquiry whether Deaf-mutes are more subject to In- 
sanity than the Blind.” 

Remarks from Dr. Peer, Mr. J. H. Perrenertt, Profs. 
Morris, Bartiett, Cary, Turner, Wooprvrr, I. L. Peet, 
and others followed the reading of this paper. 


a 


Instructors of the Deaf and Dumb. 21 


Dr. Peet was inclined to believe that further inquiry would 
demonstrate that there are a greater number of the deaf and 
dumb insane than has been generally supposed. He personally 
knew of a number of individuals who had been visited by this 
affliction, and the subject had attracted his serious attention. 
As many as ten persons educated at the New York Institution, 
are known to have become insane. He knew that a similar 
misfortune had befallen a number of others educated at the 
American Asylum at Hartford; and also among those from the 
Philadelphia Institution. He proceeded to explain briefly the 
leading causes of these afflictive events—that in some cases, 
there is a constitutional predisposition to insanity, and of course, 
nothing peculiar, inasmuch as this disease, under such circum- 
stances, follows the law of hereditary transmission; but in 
other cases where this liability does not exist, pupils are re- 
moved from the Institution before they have obtained such a 
knowledge of language as to enable them to read books under- 
standingly, and hence are little profited by instruction; and 
failing to find employment, then wander about and become un- 
settled in their habits and feelings. A degree of eccentricity 
supervenes, and the mind is eventually led to this disease. 

Mr. Perrencitt attribated the evil in a great measure to the 
fact of the frequent intermarriage of relatives. If this were 
so, it would be well worthy a more thorough investigation. 

Prof. Cary expressed the hope that the impression would 
not go abroad that educated deaf-mutes were more liable to 
attacks of insanity than the uneducated, for he did not think 
there were sufficient data ascertained, to justify such a conclu- 
sion. The instructors of the deaf and dumb were acquainted 
mostly with the educated class, and would readily learn of cases 
of insanity occurring among them, while an equal or greater 
number of cases might occur among the uneducated without 
their knowledge. He did not believe that education was preju- 
dicial to the sound mental condition of the deaf and dumb. 

_ Prof. Barrtetr urged the importance of the intimation 
thrown out by Mr. Perrencei1i; and considered it an interest- 
ing problem to ascertain the ratio of different classes. 

Prof. Turner urged the importance of obtaining facts in 
relation to this whole matter; and mentioned a number of 
cases of insanity which had come under his own notice. 
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On motion of Prof. Turner it was then 

Resolved, 'That the subject of Insanity among the Deaf and 
Dumb be referred to Prof. Morris for further investigation. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The following preamble and resolution relative to the census, 
introduced by Prof. Cary, was then taken up for discussion : 

Whereas, It is of very great importance to ascertain the 
exact number of deaf and dumb persons in this country, in 
order to make suitable provision for their relief. 

And whereas, The returns of the census, as we have reason 
to believe, have in former years been quite imperfect in respect 
to this class of persons, giving the impression that the number 
thus afflicted is far less than it really is. 

And whereas, We fear the U. S. census now being taken will 
from various Causes fail to give reliable data in relation to the 
Deaf and Dumb, as well as the Blind, Insane, etc. Therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That the marshals now engaged in taking the 
census, and the friends of humanity throughout the country be 
earnestly requested to make faithful and diligent inquiry, that 
as full and accurate returns as possible may be made at the 
present census in relation to the deaf and dumb and others enu- 
merated in the last column of Schedule, No. 1. 

Resolved, That the President of this Convention be author- 
ized to give immediately such public expression of the above 
request as he shall deem proper. 

After some remarks upon the common inaccuracy of the 
census returns in former years, and the urgent need of areform 
therein, the resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

The following resolutions on the same subject were offered 
by Mr. J. R. Burnet, and unanimously adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, That a petition be prepared to the Hon. Secretary 
of the Interior, setting forth the importance and value to the 
cause of the deaf and dumb of having a complete list of all 
the deaf-mutes in the country, with the various particulars of 
age, sex, professions, etc., extracted from the original schedules ; 
and included in the abstract to be published by the authority of 
the government. : 

Resolved, 'That the President be requested to transmit the 
said petition, in the name and behalf of this Convention. 
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Mr. Burnet supported these resolutions in some appropriate 
remarks. 

A paper by Mr. Burner, on a “Plan for a Syllabic Manual 
Alphabet,” was read by Prof. I. L. Perr, and illustrated by the 
hand by Mr. Burnet. 

On motion of Dr. Pest, this interesting subject was referred 
to Mr. Burner for further investigation, A select committee, 
consisting of Dr. Pert, Profs. Barrtett and Cary, and Mr. 
Burnet was also appointed for the sarne purpose. 

The Convention then took a recess till 3 P. M. 


SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


At 3 o’clock, the Convention was again called to order— 
Hon. Curistorpner Morgan, President, in the chair. 

An invitation was received from Gen. P. M. Wetmore, for 
the officers and members of the Convention, and other gentle- 
men in attendance upon its deliberations, to meet at his resi- 
dence in Bleecker street, at 74 o’clock, P. M. The invitation 
was received through the President, and accepted. 

Dr. Peet, from the Committee on Business, reported a 
series of resolutions respecting a grant of Public Lands, 
which were entered on the general order of business, to be 
called up in regular order. 

The arrival of a number of new delegates was then 
announced, [For more convenient arrangement, the names of 
all the gentlemen in attendance upon the Convention have 
been placed together, under the head of the first day’s pro- 
ceedings. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, of Indiana, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted : viz. 

Resolved, That on the demand of delegates from two Insti- 
tutions, the vote shall be taken by Institutions, each being 
entitled to one vote, and one additional vote for every twenty 
pupils attending the same. 

Ou motion, it was also agreed, that the votes hereafter be 
taken by the show of hands. 
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The following resolutions on the subject of a periodical to 
be devoted to the cause of the instruction of deaf-mutes, were 
reported from the Business Committee. 

Resolved, That the interests of the cause of deaf-mute 
instruction would be very greatly promoted by having a period- 
ical specially devoted to that cause, to be issued, and be the 
common property, as to its control and management, of all the 
Institutions for deaf-mutes in the Union. 

Resolved, That a Special Committee of one from each Insti- 
tution represented in the Convention, be appointed to consider 
the expediency of establishing such a periodical, and the best 
means for effecting the object. 

Dr. Peet remarked, that he considered this subject one of 
much importance ; and briefly reviewed the former attempts to 
establish such an organ. There are now, said he, twelve 
Institutions, in this country, for the instruction of the deaf 
and dumb ; and, although some local publications have been 
commenced by several Institutions, there has yet been no 
combined action to sustain any single periodical. ‘There are 
two points of view, (continued Dr. Psxrrt,) from which this 
matter should be looked at. There is much of a scientific and 
literary character connected with the instruction of the deaf 
and dumb; and there is also much of a physiological nature 
which should occupy a prominent position. ‘The proper under- 
standing of these important subjects holds an intimate connec- 
tion with the mental and moral character of the pupil. A 
periodical for the purposes here indicated should be dignified in 
tone, conducted with ability and enterprise, dependent for 
support upon every Institution for the deaf and dumb in the 
country, each furnishing its quota of the expense of publica- 
tion, and should possess a character for literary excellence. 
Dr. PEeT was not then prepared to express an opinion with 
respect to the place of publication ; but as to the expediency 
of establishing a periodical, he had no doubts. He was pre- 
pared for that question. 

Mr. Brown, of Indiana, warmly supported this project of a 
periodical. In his opinion, the publication should partake 
much of the character of a review. The work should have 
been commenced years ago; it onght uow to have advanced to 
its twentieth volume ; and he heartily seconded the resolutions. 
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Messrs. Van Nostranp and Cooke followed in remarks of a 
similar character. 

The Special Committee was then appointed by the chair, to 
consist of Profs. Sronr, of Hartford, Brown, of Indiana, 
Van Nostranp, of New York, Cooxe, of North Carolina, 
Orricer, of Illinois, Perreneitt, of Pennsylvania, and Fan- 
nin, of Georgia. 

The following resolution, in relation to the proper age for 
the admission of pupils to Institutions for the deaf and dumb. 
was then offered by Dr. Peet: viz. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to receive deaf and dumb 
children as pupils into our Institutions, except in special cases, 
under the age of ten years; and that in our opinion, twelve 
would be a more suitable age for admission, unless it should 
interfere with the length of time spent in school. 

An animated and lengthy debate ensued, in which Prof. 
Turner, Dr. Peet, Mr. Brown, Prof. Bartietrt, Mr. Joun 
Carin, (a deaf-mute,) and others successively participated. 

Prof. Turner made some interesting statements regarding 
the ages and capacities of the pupils received at the Hartford 
Institution during the last two years. From all the observa- 
tions he had himself made, he was in favor of the years from 
twelve to eighteen, for the instruction of deaf-mutes, believing 
that greater improvement would be made at this period of life, 
than at any other. He was in favor of admitting none under 
the age of twelve, except in special cases. 

Dr. Peer said he endorsed most fully and heartily every 
sentiment uttered by the preceding speaker, and deplored the 
evils of early admission. He thought the most suitable age 
for admissions to these Institutions was that of twelve ; and 
this was his deliberate opinion after an experience of twenty- 
five years. 

Mr. Wooprvrr coincided with the views which had been 
presented, but took occasion to allude to the corrupting influ- 
ences which often surround the early years of life, with this 
unfortunate class, and remarked that this evil demanded a 
remedy. 

Mr. Brown remarked that in the Indiana Institution, the 


limit of age had been left unrestricted. He was in favor of 
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the age of ten, and believed that the exposure to vicious influ- 
ences for two years longer, would, in many cases, render 
the reformation and instruction of the pupil a task of great 
difficulty. 

Prof. ‘Turner said that at the Institution in New England, 
they had more children than money, and that the term of the 
beneficiaries of the States was limited. He again repeated 
his conviction that pupils should not be received under the age 
of twelve ; and he would even put the limit still higher. 

Mr. Fannin, of Georgia, stated the limit in that State to be 
ten years. 

Mr. Cooke, of North Carolina, said it was the same in the 
Institution of which he had charge. He considered ten years 
the proper limit. 

Mr Joun Carurn (a deaf-mute) expressed by signs his opin- 
ion that the age for the admissiun of males should be twelve, 
and for females, ten; owing to the difference he believed to 
exist between the development of the intellect of the two 
sexes. 

The resolution introduced by Dr. Peer was then adopted. 

The following resolution, in relation to the early moral 
culture of the deaf and dumb, offered by Mr. Wooprurr, 
was then taken up: 

Resolved, That the moral welfare of deaf-mute children, 
who are exposed to corrupting influences before admission into 
Deaf and Dumb Institutions, demands that some measures 
should be devised to provide for their earlier instruction and 
moral culture. 

After some debate in behalf of the importance of this sub- 
ject, the resolution was adopted unanimously. 

The subject of the mechanical education of the Deaf and 
Dumb was taken up and the following resolution, introduced by 
Mr. W. D. Cooxe, of North Carolina, was adopted unani- 
mously. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, the 
mechani¢al education of the Deaf and Dumb is second in 
importance only to their intellectual and moral education, and 
should form a distinct department in all Institutions for the 
instruction of the Deaf and Dumb. 
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The question of the introduction of the manual alphabet 
into common schools, was then brought forward in a resolution 
offered by Mr. J. R. Burnet, as follows: 

Resolved, That in the view of this Convention, the general 
introduction of the manual alphabet into our common schools, 
would both furnish the best means of giving practice in orthog- 
raphy and produce great advantages to educated deaf-mutes, 
in facilitating their -necessary communications with strangers 
and greatly increasing their social enjoyments. 

An animated debate followed the introduction of this resolu- 
tion in which Messrs. Brown, Hirzet, Cary, Dr. Peet, and 
others took part. 

Mr. Brown strongly opposed the resolution, on the ground 
that it might lead to corrupting influences in the schools, and 
be productive of little or no benefit. 

Dr. Peer defended the resolution, and believed the plan sug- 
gested would result in much good by affording a more general 
mode of communication with deaf-mutes. 

This latter view was sustained by the other speakers. 

Finally, on motion of Prof. Van Nostranp, the resolution 
was laid upon the table. 

An educational chart was exhibited to the Convention by 
Prof. Henry, who gave an explanation of its peculiar features. 

On motion of Mr. Woonprurr, the thanks of the Convention 
were voted to Mr. Henry for his exposition. 

The meeting was then closed with prayer in the language of 
signs by J. S. Brown, Esq., Principal of the Indiana Institution. 

The Convention then stood adjourned till Friday morning at 
9 o’clock. 


THIRD DAY. MORNING SESSION. 


Friday, Aug. 30. 


The Convention re-assembled at 9 A. M., and the proceed- 
ings of the day were opened with an exposition of Scripture 
from Luke iii: 9, and prayer in the language of signs by 
Tuomas Orricer, Esq., Principal of the Illinois Institution. 
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In the absence of the President, Rev. Mr. Turner, first 
Vice President, took the chair. 

The minutes of the previous day were then read, slightly 
amended and approved. 

Reports from committees being first in order, 

Dr. Peer presented the report of the business committee, 
with the titles of several papers to be read before the Conven- 
tion ; which report was accepted. 

The following resolution relating to Idiots was introduced by 
Prof. O. W. Morris, viz. : 

Whereas, A large number of persons, many of them of a 
suitable age for instruction, reside in various portions of our 
country, without any means afforded them for improvement, 
either physically, mentally or morally, in consequence of men- 
tal incapacity, being objects of deep commiseration, and too 
often made the subjects of contumely and abuse. 

And whereas, They must remain in that condition unless the 
fostering hand of the Legislature is extended to their relief; 

And whereas, no efforts have as yet been successful in the 
establishment of any Asylum for Idiots in this country, al- 
though they are in successful operation in Europe: therefore 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed in each state rep- 
resented in this Convention, to memorialize the Legislatures of 
their respective states to establish Asylums for the education 
of Idiots, as soon as practicable. 

Mr. Stone, Chairman of the committee on a Periodical, 
presented a series of resolutions as their report, which were 
temporarily laid upon the table, to be taken up at a subsequent 
period. 

A paper was then read by Prof. I. L. Peer, on the “Moral 
State of the Deaf and Dumb, and the means and results of 
Religious Influence among them.” 

Some discussion followed the reading of this communication. 

Mr. Woonrurr thought the paper interesting and valuable; 
and argued the great importance of attention to the early moral 
state of the deaf and dumb. 

Mr. Orricer rose to express his high gratification at the 
paper just read, as expressing more fully his own convictions 
regarding the condition of the uneducated deaf and dumb. 
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He proceeded to demonstrate that the ideas of a God with 
persons in this state, are dark and rude, and widely at variance 
no less with truth than with each other. 

Mr. Brown said it had been a question of interest with him, 
whether the deaf-mute (uneducated,) was capable of ofigina- 
ting the idea of a God. He did not believe that any mute 
could originate what to a Christian is known as an idea of God. 
Hence he also would urge the necessity of early moral and re- 
ligious culture. 

A paper was then read by Prof. Van Nosrranp, of New 
York, on the “Necessity of a more elevated standard of Edu- 
cation for the Deaf and Dumb.” 

Some remarks followed this communication, which were 
participated in by Dr. Peer, Mr. Stone, Mr. Van Nosrranp, 
Prof. Turner and others. 

The following resolution in connection with this subject of a 
Reform in the modes of instruction, was then proposed by Mr. 
Stone, debated and adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, in consid- 
eration of the great difficulties attending the education of the 
Deaf and Dumb, and the state of profound ignorance on their» 
part, at which it is commenced, the time allotted to the course 
of instruction, and during which the pupils are continued in 
our institutions, should be very materially extended. 

The following resolution in relation to the length of time 
proper to be devoted to instruction, was introduced by Mr. J. 
S. Brown. 

Resolved, That it would advance the interests of the Deaf 
and Dumb were [the most stringent] legislative enactments in 
regard to the length of the course of instruction abolished, 
and were the discretion [in some cases] vested in the proper 
officers of each Institution, to continue such pupils in school so 
long as a just consideration of their interests and those of the 
school may require. 

This resolution gave rise to considerable debate, and was 
opposed by Dr. Peer, Prof. Van Nosrranp, Mr. Orricer and 
others, and supported by.Mr. Brown. The resolution was 
subsequently amended, as indicated above in brackets, but 
was finally withdrawn. 
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_ The resolutions presented by the committee on the PERIODI- 
cau were then taken up and read. - The original report of the 
committee was as follows: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Convention, it is ex- 
pedient to sustain a Periodical which shall be devoted to the 
interests of our profession. 

Resolved, That the Periodical shall be styled the ‘‘ American 
Annals of the Deaf and Dumb,” adopting the name, size, price, 
time of issuing and general appearance of the publication of 
that name recently issued at Hartford, and being regarded as a 
continuation of the series there commenced. 

Resolved, That the Periodical shall partake of a scientific 
and also of a popular character, embracing the widest range of 
subjects connected with the education of the Deaf and Dumb, 
and articles of a narrative or imaginative cast, such as may be 
interesting to educated deaf-mutes and their intelligent friends. 

[ Resolved, That this Periodical shall be issued in the city of 
New-York, under the charge of an Editor appointed by the 
New-York Institution until the meeting of the next Conven- 
tion of Instructors of the Deaf and Dumb. 

Resolved, That while it shall be the duty of the Editor to 
superintend the printing and publishing of the paper, his office 
as Editor shall be simply to decide upon the literary merits of 
the articles presented for the work, leaving the authors solely 
responsible, under their own signatures, for the sentiments they 
contain. 

Resolved, That the expense of printing and publishing the 
Periodical shall be defrayed by the different Institutions in pro- 
portion to the number of pupils in each, while the funds which 
may be received from subscribers to the work, shall be appro- 
priated to compensate the Editor for his labor, provided, that 
in case the sum exceeds two hundred dollars per annum, the 
excess shail go to defray the expense of publication. 

On motion of Dr. Peer, the vote was taken on the resolu- 
tions separately. 


* The resolution included above in brackets was subsequently stricken out, 
and others substituted in its place. 
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The first three resolutions were unanimously adopted, but an 
animated discussion took place upon the fourth. 

The President here entered the room and assumed the chair. 

The debate was participated in by Dr. Peer, Prof. I. L. 
Peet, Mr. Stone and others; and the hour of dinner having 
arrived without any disposition of the subject, the Convention 
then took a recess till 24 P. M. 


THIRD DAY. AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Convention re-assembled in the Chapel, at 2} P. M. 
The President in the Chair. 

Prof. I. L. Peer moved to lay the subject of the morning 
on the table, for the purpose of taking up a substitute therefor, 
proposed by the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. J. S. Brown then offered the following resolutions as a 
substitute for the fourth original resolution reported by the 
committee, viz. : 

Resolved, That the Convention appoint the Editor of the 
proposed periodical. 

Resolved, That an Executive Committee of three persons 
be appointed, to whom such matters as may by them be re- 
quired shall be referred by the Editor. 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee tender the Editor 
such aid, counsel and advice as he may require ; and that they 
be empowered to elect an Editor, to perform the duties of his 
office till the next meeting of the Convention, in case of the 
declension, resignation or death of the Editor elected by the 
Convention. 

After debate, in the course of which the project of a similar 
Periodical at Hartford, was reviewed at some length in connec- 
tion with the causes of its suspension, the substitute was ac- 
cepted by the Convention. 

The remaining two resolutions as reported by the committee 
on the periodical, were then unanimously adopted. 

The subject having thus been passed upon in detail, the reso- 
lutions with the substitute, were adopted in the following form, 
to wit. : 
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1. Resolved, that in the opinion of this Convention, it is ex- 
pedient to sustain a periodical which shall be devoted to the 
interests of our profession. 

2. Resolved, That the periodical shall be styled “ “The Amer- 
ican Annals of the Deaf and Dumb,” adopting the name, size, 
price, time of issuing and general appearance of the publica- 
tion of that title recently issued in Hartford, and being regarded 
as a continuation of the series there commenced. 

3. Resolved, That the periodical shall partake of a scientific 
and also of a popular character, embracing the widest range 
of subjects connected with the education of the Deaf and 
Dumb, and articles of a narrative or imaginative cast, such as 
may be interesting to educated deaf-mutes and their intelligent 
friends. 

4. Resolved, That the Convention appoint the Editor of the 
proposed periodical. 

5. Resolved, That an executive committee of three persons 
be appointed, to whom such matters as may by them be re- 
quired, shall be referred by the Editor. 

6. Resolved, That the executive committee tender the Edi- 
tor such: aid, counsel and advice as he may require, and that 
they be empowered to elect an Editor, to perform the duties of 
his office till the next annual meeting of the Convention, in 
case of the declension, resignation or death of the Editor 
elected by the Convention. 

7. Resolved, That while it shall be the duty of the Editor to 
superintend the printing and publishing of the paper, his office 
as Editor shall be simply to decide upon the literary merits of 
the articles presented for the work, leaving the authors solely 
responsible, under their own signatures, for the sentiments they 
contain. 

8. Resolved, That the expense of printing and publishing 
the periodical shall be defrayed by the different institutions in 
proportion to the number of pupils in each, while the funds 
which may be received from subscribers to the work, shall be 
appropriated to compensate the Editor for his labor, provided, 
that in case the sum exceeds two hundred dollars per annum, 
the excess shall go to defray the expense of publication. 

The Convention, on motion, then proceeded to the election 
of an Editor for the proposed periodical. 
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Mr. J. S. Brown proposed the name of Dr. H. P. Peer for 
the office. 

Dr. Peet proposed the name of Mr. Luzerne Rag, of Hart- 
ford. 

On motion, the vote was taken by ballot. 

The votes having been cast, the President declared the result, 
as follows. 


Mr. Luzerne Rag, ‘ 15 
Dr. Harvey P. Peer, ‘ 4 
Scattering, ; 3 


Mr. Rag, of the American Asylum at Hartford, was then 
declared Editor elect. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the following resolution was 
adopted. 

Resolved, That a general committee shall be appointed, 
consisting of one delegate from each institution, to act as a 
committee of correspondence and as the authoritative repre- 
sentative of this Convention when not in session. 

The general committee was then appointed, upon nomina- 
tion by the chair, to consist ex officio of the superintendents of 
the different Institutions for the Deaf and Dumb in the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, Dr. H. P. Peer, of N. Y., was 
appointed chairman of the general committee. 

The executive committee was then chosen, to consist of 
Rey. Mr. Turner, of the American Asylum at Hartford; Dr. 
H. P. Peer, of the New York Institution; and Mr. J. S. 
Brown, of the Indiana Institution. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the minutes of the Convention 
were ordered to be published in the “American Annals.” 

Hon. Curistorner Morean, the President, then begged 
leave to offer the following resolution, viz. : 

Resolved, That Dr. Peer be requested to transmit to the 
Secretary of State with the Annual Report of the Institution, 
the proceedings of this Convention, together with the papers 
read before the Convention. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The resolution introduced by Prof. Morris, relating to Idiots 
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was taken up, and, owing to want of time, was by consent of 
the mover laid upon the table. 

A paper by Dr. Peer, upon the “ Course of Instruction,” 
was then presented. 

On motion of Dr. Peet, the following resolution, requesting 
information from the Principals of American Institutions for 
the Deaf and Dumb, was unanimously adopted: viz. 

Resolved, 'That the Principals of American Institutions be 
requested to furnish answers to the following questions pro- 
posed by Prof. Moret, in the fourth number of Volume V. of 
the “ Annales de l’ Education des Sourds-Muets et des Aveug- 
les 4 Paris.” 

“ Information requested of the Principals of the Institutions 
for the Deaf and Dumb. 

Since the year 1836, when the fourth and last circular was 


issued, many new Institutions have been established, and | 


great changes have taken place in those previously existing. 
We propose to publish a series of articles upon the organiza- 
tion and actual condition of the Institutions for deaf-mutes 
throughout the world. We shall earnestly endeavor to avoid 
the errors to which such a work is liable. We beg the Princi- 
pals to lend us their aid by transmitting to us exact information 
respecting the Institutions confided to their care. To this end, 
we call their attention to the following questions, which we 
desire them to answer. 

1. The time and circumstances of the foundation of the 
establishment ; its successive development. 

2. The kind of Institution: Is it private or public? Does it 
receive day-scholars or not? Is it annexed to a normal school 
of primary instructors, to a school for the blind, or to any 
other establishment? If so, does the connection offer any 
advantages or disadvantages ? 

3. Means of support for the Institution: Does it receive 
funds from the state, province, department or city? Is it sus- 
tained by voluntary subscriptions or by a charity fund ? 

4. Administration: Is the establishment placed under the 
patronage of a society, or under the supervision of a Com- 
mittee of Administration? Upon what superior authority does 
it depend? 

5. The name of the Principal of the Institution. Does he 
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take part in instruction? Where did he receive his prepara- 
tory education? Has he published any work ? 

6. The names of instructors and assistants, male and 
female. Are any of the professors deaf and dumb? How did 
they prepare themselves to be instructors of deaf-mutes ? 

7. What are the other officers of the establishment ? 

8. ‘The number of pupils of each sex. 

9. At what age are they admitted? Who decides upon 
their admission ? 

10. Is there a particular time for the admission of pupils, 
or are they admitted at any part of the year? 

11. When does the annual term begin? What vacations 
are there? 

12. Subjects and instruments of instruction: The sign- 
language, drawing, writing, articulation, reading upon the lips, 
language, sacred history, profane history, natural history, geog- 
raphy, arithmetic, &c. To what extent are they carried ? 

13. Is the French or the German method followed? If 
articulation is taught, is this instruction given to all the pupils, 
or only to a portion of them? Are the pupils exercised in 
speaking during the hours appropriated to the ordinary classes, 
or are special lessons devoted to those exercises, out of the 
ordinary course of instruction ? 

14. Into how many classes are the pupils divided for instruc- 
tion ? 

15. Do pupils of both sexes receive instruction in common, 
or is the instruction of Misses confided to female teachers ? 

16. Do the pupils serve an apprenticeship at some trade, 
during their residence at the Institution? If so, are there 
work-shops attached to the Institution, or are the pupils sent 
out to work? What trades do the pupils of each sex learn ? 

17. Has the Institution a garden, and if it has, do the pupils 
learn horticulture ? 

18. Do they engage in gymnastic exercises ? 

19. Is there a special physician attached to the establish- 
ment? Does he apply himself to researches upon deafness ? 
If so, what are the results of those researches ? 

20. Occupations of the pupils at different hours of the day. 

21. Do the pupils after their departure continue to be the 
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objects of the solicitude of the Institution? If so, how is that 
solicitude exercised ? 

22. Is there any charitable association which is interested in 
the deaf and dumb, after their leaving the Institution ? 

23. What is done by the State for the deaf and dumb? Is 
it obligatory upon parents to educate them? Is there a law or 
tule respecting the deaf and dumb ? 

If the Principals possess information respecting other Insti- 
tutions, they are requested to transmit the same to the address 
of the subscriber. 

EDOUARD MOREL. 
Directeur des Annales de Education des Svuurds-Muets et des 
Aveugles, a Institution Nationale des Sourds-Muets, rue 
Saint Jacques, 256, a Paris. 


Prof. Barter offered the following resolution, regarding 
the next time and place of the meeting of the Convention— 
viz : 

Resolved, That in view of the present apparent good results 
of this first experiment of a Convention of the Instructors of 
the deaf and dumb in the United States, the members of this 
Convention have much cause for mutual congratulation and 
much encouragement for the future; and that it is desirable 
that a Convention of this body should take place one year 
hence, at some convenient time and plact to be designated by 
the General Committee. 

~The resolution was adopted. 

Prof. Turner offered the following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted—viz : 

Resolved, That the business of teaching the deaf and dumb, 
whether it be regarded in its philanthropic, intellectual or reli- 
gious bearings, is one of the highest importance, and calls for 
the most vigorous efforts of those who are engaged in it. 

Resolved, That the Instructors of the deaf and dumb should 
be deeply impressed with a sense of their duties and responsi- 
bilities and should bring to their work the undivided energies 
of mind and heart. 

Mr. Brown, of Indiana, then moved to take up the resolu- 
tions reported by the Business Committee, in relation to the 
grant of the public lands. Carried. 
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The resolutions were then taken up and read, as follows : 

Resolved, That this Convention has learned with much 
pleasure, that a bill is now pending in Congress, granting a 
munificent donation of the public lands to the support of the 
Insane. 

Resolved, That we most ardently desire the passage of a 
law securing to the Insane a fund to be perpetually devoted to 
their relief. 

Resolved, That considering the relative numbers of the deaf 
and dumb, their strong claims on public benevolence and the 
expense incident to their instruction and preparation for the 
duties of life, they are equally entitled to aid from the general 
government. 

Resolved, That should anything be done by Congress for the 
benefit of the deaf and dumb, provision should be made which 
would secure to all the indigent the benefit of a thorough edu- 
cation. 

Resolved, That for the purpose above indicated, not less than 
three-fourths as much of the public lands should be given to 
the deaf and dumb as are donated to the support of lunatics. 

Resolved, That in case Congress should deem it inexpedient 
to grant aid to the deaf and dumb in as large a measure as above 
indicated, it is respectfully suggested that whatever smaller 
donations of lands may be made shall be unrestricted by any 
conditions requiring the immediate sale of the same. 

After some remarks from different gentlemen, in support of 
these resolutions, they were unanimously adopted. 

Subsequently the following resolution regarding the same 
subject was offered by Mr. Brown, and also adopted—viz : 

Resolved, That the President be requested to transmit to the 
President of the Senate and tothe Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, the resolutions on the subject of a donation 
of the public lands. 

Prof. Cary introduced the following resolution, respecting 
the private journals of Instructors—viz : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to each Instructor of the 
deaf and dumb to keep,a journal of school exercises, and a 
record of observations respecting the physical, mental and 
moral condition of his pupils. 
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The resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be tendered 
to the President of the New York Institution, for the hospi- 
tality extended to the members of the Convention. 

Dr. Peer responded in a few remarks, expressing his high 
gratification at the happy results of this first convocation of 
the Instructors of the Deaf and Dumb in the United States. 
He hoped to see many such assemblages, and trusted that per- 
manent benefit to the cause of deaf-mute instruction would be 
the result of every deliberation. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the following resolutions of thanks 
to the President and to the Directors of the New York Insti- 
tution were adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered 
to the Hon. Curistoruer Morean, for the able, impartial, and 
dignified manner in which he has discharged his duties while 
presiding over its deliberations. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Convention be tendered to the 
Directors, President and Matron of the N. Y. Institution, for 
the courteous hospitalities afforded to us while in session. 

On motion of Mr. Wurron, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be presented 
to Mr. Gattauper, for his kindness and skill in interpreting 
the proceedings by signs for the benefit of the deaf-mutes 
present at the sittings of the Convention. 

On motion of Prof. Turner, the Convention passed a vote 
of thanks to Gen. P. M. Wermore, for his kindness and hos- 
pitality to the members of the Convention. 

To this compliment, Gen. Wetmore responded briefly and 
happily. He said the meeting of this Convention had been a 
source of unalloyed pleasure to him. He had looked forward 
to it with anxiety and expectation, and the result had more 
than met his most earnest desires. 

The President, Hon. CuirstopHer Morean, then responded 
to the vote of thanks tendered him, as presiding officer of the 
Convention, substantially as follows : 

The time, gentlemen, has arrived for us to close the delib- 
erations of this body. We have been in communion with 
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members gathered together from different portions of the 
Union, who have represented Institutions in widely distant sec- 
tions. We are now about to separate and return to our homes, 
each to his appropriate field of labor. For himself, he would 
say that the few days which had been thus spent here, had 
been to him days of unmingled pleasure and satisfaction. The 
general nature of the subjects brought before the Convention 
warranted the full belief that permanently beneficent results 
would mark the progress of the movement here commenced. 
He did not doubt that these proceedings would exert an impor- 
tant influence on the great cause of education in which the 
members of the Convention were engaged. He reviewed 
briefly the nature and tendencies of deaf-mute instruction ; 
and expressed his gratification that such ample means had been 
found for imparting knowledge to minds which would other- 
wise be left in ignorance. He complimented those by whose 
unwearied efforts the modes of instruction had been originated, 
and those by whose energy and devotedness, so rapid an ad- 
vance had been made and so many improvements effected. It 
would be, he continued, a source of the most pleasing reflec- 
tion to him, that he had been permitted to be present on this 
occasion ; and in conclusion, he tendered to the members of 
the Convention his cordial sympathy with the movement in 
which they had engaged, and his best wishes for the future. 

On motion of Gen. P. M. Wetmore, a vote of thanks was 
then returned to the members of the press in attendance upon 
the deliberations of the Convention; and the business of the 
session was concluded. 

The meeting was closed with an appropriate prayer in the 
language of signs by Wm. D. Cooke, Esq., Principal of the 
North Carolina Institution ; andthe Convention then adjourned 
sine die. 
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MEMORIAL. 


To the Honorable, 
The Secretary of the Interior. 


Tue memorial of the Instructors and Friends of the Deaf 
and Dumb in the United States, assembled in Convention at 
New York, Aug. 29, 1850, respectfully represents, 

That it is, in the opinion of your memorialists, highly im- 
portant to the cause of the deaf and dumb in this country, 
that a list of all the deaf-mutes in the United States be ex- 
tracted from the original schedules of the census taken this 
year, and either printed with the usual official abstract, or in 
some other way made accessible to those interested in the 
subject of deaf-mute education; the list to embrace all the 
particulars of residence, age, sex, color, occupation, place of 
hirth, whether able to read and write, or not, etc., which appear 
on the face of the original schedules ; and as, in some cases, 
the same person is not only deaf and dumb, but also blind, 
insane or idiotic, it is very desirable that the list asked for 
should show these particulars whenever they are found upon 
the schedules. 

It is desirable, also, to have in separate columns, the name, 
place of birth, occupation and other particulars, (or at least 
the name,) of the head of the family to which each deaf-mute 
belongs. 

Such a list would enable us to solve many questions, not 
merely of speculative interest, but of deep practical impor- 
tance, to the determination of which, the abstracts usually 
printed are wholly insufficient. 

It would also furnish, in many of the states, a very valuable 
guide to those officers whose duty it is to make public the 
legislative provision for the education of the deaf and dumb, 
and to select the state beneficiaries; for in many cases, the 
parents of deaf-mute children neglect to make application on 
their behalf till they are sought out, and personally appealed to. 

We would further represent, that the enumerations of the 
deaf and dumb hitherto made in this country, (there is good 
reason to believe,) have been very inaccurate. It is hoped, 
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that the enumeration taken this year will be much more accu- 
rate; but unless we have a list of names, residences, &c., of 
all the deaf-mutes returned, we shall not be able to test the 
degree of accuracy or to apply any ratio of correction even to 
those errors that are known to be unavoidable. 

The labor of extracting such a list, (as it would only em- 
brace ten or eleven thousand names, out of twenty-three 
millions, and is merely to be copied as the names and figures 
stand in the original schedules, adding from the same schedules, 
the name, occupation, etc., of the head of the family in parallel 
columns,) would hardly be greater than that of making the 
calculations necessary for the usual abstract of numbers and 
classification in regard to age and color; and it is hoped that 
the interests of the cause of deaf-mute education for which 
twenty-five out of thirty-one states have already made legisla- 
tive provision, will appear of sufficient importance to authorize 
the desired measure. 

And your memorialists respectfully ask that the prayer of 
this memorial be granted. 

In behalf of the Convention, 

CuristopHeR Moraan, President. 


PRESENTATION OF SILVER PLATE TO MESSRS. GAL- 
LAUDET AND CLERC. 


BY THE EDITOR. 


A ceremony of the highest interest to the former pupils of 
the American Asylum, and not to them only, but to all who 
took part in it, was observed at Hartford, on the twenty-sixth 
of September last. On that day, the Rev. Tuomas H. Gat- 
LaupeT and Mr. Laurent Cierc, gentlemen to whom the deaf 
and dumb of our whole country owe a debt of gratitude which 
they can never wholly discharge, received from some of those 
whom they had contributed to bring out of darkness into light, 
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a token of respect and love, equally honorable and gratifying 
to both of the parties in the transaction. 

The deaf and dumb were entirely self-moved in this matter. 
The idea originated with Mr. Tuomas Brown, of New Hamp- 
shire, one of the earliest and most intelligent of the pupils of 
the Asylum. He said to the writer of this article, in his 
graphic language of signs, that his spirit could find no rest, 
until he had devised some method of giving expression to the 
grateful feeling which filled his heart, and which the lapse of 
years served only to increase. He had but to suggest the 
thought to others of his former associates, when it was eagerly 
seized and made the common property of them all. In the 
vivid simile of the orator of the day, the flame of love ran, 
like a prairie fire, through the hearts of the whole deaf-mute 
band, scattered though they were, in various parts of the 
country; and measures were immediately adopted for the 
furtherance of the object. A committee was chosen to pro- 
cure the necessary funds, and in a very short time, the hand- 
some sum of six hundred dollars was obtained; wholly, let it 
be understood, from the deaf and dumb themselves. The 
entire credit of the transaction belongs to them. The plan 
was not known, we believe, to any other person, (certainly not 
to the two gentlemen especially interested,) until it had been 
matured and placed beyond the chance of failure. 

After due consultation, it was decided to procure a massive 
silver pitcher for Mr. GaLuaupet, and another of the same 
size and workmanship for Mr. Cierc—each pitcher to be 
accompanied by an appropriate salver. The articles, when 
finished, were exhibited at the Fair of the Massachusetts 
Mechanics’ Association in Boston ; where they attracted the 
admiring notice of all the visitors, as well from the beauty of 
their workmanship, as the pleasant purpose for which they 
were made. We extract the following deseription of them 
from the Hartford Courant. 

“Upon one side of the pitchers is an engraved scene, repre- 
senting Mr. GattaupEt’s going to France in the year 1817, to 
induce Mr. Cizrc to come to America to instruct the deaf and 
dumb. ‘There are figures of the gentlemen, and ships and 
waves illustrating the passage across the ocean. ‘The building 
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of the Hartford Institution is likewise represented. On the 
other side is seen a picture of the interior of the school, with 
teacher and pupils and apparatus. In front and between these 
scenes, is the head of the Abbe Sicarp, of Paris, the instructor 
of Messrs. GaALLaupET and CiErc, and said to be a correct like- 
ness. On the necks of the pitchers are chased the different 
coats of arms of all the New England States; and on the 
handles are representations of mute cupids, and also closed 
hands, indicating the sign of the mutes for the first letter of 
the alphabet.” 

The inscriptions are as follows. On the pitcher designed 
for Mr. GaLLAuDET, was engraved : 


PRESENTED TO 
REV. THOMAS H. GALLAUDET, 
FIRST PRINCIPAL OF THE AMERICAN ASYLUM, 
AS A TOKEN OF GRATEFUL RESPECT, 
BY THE DEAF-MUTES OF NEW ENGLAND. 

MOVED BY COMPASSION FOR THE UNFORTUNATE DEAF AND 
DUMB OF HIS COUNTRY, HE DEVOTED HIMSELF TO 
THEIR WELFARE, AND PROCURED FOR THEM 
THE BLESSINGS OF EDUCATION. 

HARTFORD, CONN. SEPT. 26TH, 1850. 


‘ On the salver : 


TO. REV. THOMAS H. GALLAUDET, 
FROM HIS FRIENDS, THE DEAF-MUTES OF NEW ENGLAND. 
HARTFORD, CONN. SEPT. 26TH, 1850. 


On the pitcher designed for Mr. Clerc, was engraved : 


PRESENTED TO 
LAURENT CLERC, A. M. 
AS A TOKEN OF GRATEFUL RESPECT, 
BY THE DEAF-MUTES OF NEW ENGLAND. 

LOVER OF HIS KIND, HE LEFT FRANCE IN THE YEAR, 1816, 
TO PROMOTE THE EDUCATION AND WELFARE OF 
STRANGERS, WHO, LIKE HIMSELF, WERE DENIED 
THE GIFT OF SPEECH. 

HARTFORD, CONN., SEPT. 26TH, 1850. 


Ad Presentation of Silver Plate 
On the salver : 


TO LAURENT CLERC, A. M. 
FROM HIS FRIENDS, THE DEAF-MUTES OF NEW ENGLAND. 
HARTFORD, CONN., SEPT. 26TH, 1850. 


In the mean time, the committee of the subscribers had 
made known their object to the Principal and Instructors of 
the American Asylum, and requested such codperation on 
their part as might be necessary ; a request which was most 
cheerfully complied with. The Directors of the Institution, 
with equal heartiness, entered into the spirit of the occasion, 
and liberally offered the hospitalities of the Asylum to the 
whole body of its former pupils, who might come together at 
the time, and for the purpose specified. ‘These Directors and 
Instructors were scarcely less eager than the deaf-mutes them- 
selves, to pay their tribute of affection and respect to Mr. 
Gatiaupet and Mr. Cierc, the American fathers of their pro- 
fession ; one of whom is still actively engaged in the duties of 
the post which he has so long and so honorably filled; while 
the other, though devoting his later years to another work of 
benevolence, has never ceased tole regarded with a kind of 
filial reverence, by every teacher of the deaf and dumb. 

The twenty-sixth day of September, to be memorable hence- 
forth as one of the “feast-days” of the deaf-mutes of New 
England, was selected for the public presentation; and the 
usual school exercises of the Asylum were suspended, during 
the half-week in which that day occurred, that the undivided 
attention of its officers might be paid to the entertainment of 
those who should come to be present at the ceremony. The 
number of these visitants was even greater than any one had 
ventured to anticipate. A book prepared for the purpose, 
received the names of more than two hundred deaf and dumb 
persons, not now connected with the Asylum. Every state in 
New England was largely represented ; and from as far south 
as Virginia, several of our former pupils, after an absence of 
many years, returned to tread once more the old familiar 
ground. We were happy also to have the presence and coépe- 
ration of the President and nearly all the Professors of the 
New York Institution for the Deaf and Dumb; and not a 
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little of the interest of the occasion was owing to the friendly 
and hearty manner, in which they entered into its spirit. 

Most of the morning of the day appointed for the ceremony, 
was spent by the graduates of the Asylum, in the chapel of 
the Institution, where friendly greetings were interchanged, 
and brief addresses made. Had we room for it, it would be 
pleasant to “report” many things that were said on this occa- 
sion, but our limits forbid. One young man, after repeatedly 
declining the calls of his friends for a speech, at last yielded 
to their urgency, and went upon the platform. He told the 
audience, that it would gratify him much to address them, but 
he found it quite impossible to collect himself for the purpose, 
for his thoughts were all in the silver pitchers; and saying this, 
he sat down. 

At half past two o’clock, P. M. the procession was formed 
at the Asylum, and proceeded to the Center Church, in the 
following order : 


Marshals of the day. 
Male pupils. 
Masters of the Shops. 
Family Guardian and Matron. 
Female Pupils. 
Former Female Pupils. 
Committee of Arrangements. 
Subscribers’ Committee. 

President of the Day and Chaplain. 
Orator and Presenting Committee. 
Messrs. Gallaudet and Clerc. 

The President of the Asylum and the Governor of the State. 
The Directors of the Asylum. 

The Principals of Deaf and Dumb Institutions. 
The Faculty of Deaf and Dumb Institutions. 
Former Male Pupils. 

Citizens and Strangers. 

The exercises at the church commenced at three o’clock 
precisely. In the absence of the Hon. T. S. Wittrams, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Directors, Lewis WE tp, Esq., the Prin- 
cipal of the Asylum, gave an explanation of the design of the 
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meeting in the sign language, to the deaf-mutes present, and 
welcomed them back to the Institution. He then read the 
same explanation to the hearing public present. 


MR. WELD’S REMARKS. 


“Tn the absence of the Honorable President of the Asylum, 
which we all much regret, I have been requested by the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements to open the exercises of this occasion 
with a few remarks. And first of all, in the name of the Di- 
rectors and Officers of the Institution I would say, we welcome 
most cordially our former pupils to this most gratifying festival. 
We honor them and thank them for proposing it, especially 
sympathizing with them in their chief object—that of showing 
their grateful, respectful and affectionate regard for their 
earliest teachers—the pioneers in the practical and successful 
instruction of the deaf and dumb in the United States. 

We are also highly gratified with the filial regard they evince 
towards the Asylum, their alma mater, and we rejoice in the 
renewed evidence they now exhibit of the exalted benefits of 
education to the deaf and dumb. 

Again we welcome them to our institution. We welcome 
also the officers and pupils of other institutions, some of whom 
were once associated with us in our labors of love or as recipi- 
ents of our instructions. We welcome also the other friends 
of our cause,—all indeed who honor it by their presence this 
day. 

The idea of this festival originated more than a year since 
with the deaf and dumb gentleman who has been selected by 
his fellows as the President of the day. He communicated 
with others on the subject, and the result is this most respect- 
able assemblage of deaf and dumb persons, contributors to the 
substantial testimonials of regard they are about to offer to 
Mr. and Mr. 

Prayer was then offered by the Rev. Dr. Hawes. 

Mr. Tuomas Brown, of New Hampshire, the President of 
the day, then addressed his former fellow pupils by signs; 
which address was read by Mr. Wexp. 
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MR. BROWN’S REMARKS. 


‘My deaf and dumb friends: 

The object of our assembling here is chiefly to pay our 
grateful respects to our early benefactors—to those, to whose 
assiduous labors we owe our education, and the hopes and 
happiness it has afforded us. 

Let me congratulate you on our happy meeting. How in- 
teresting to us all is the occasion, as one for the renewal of 
former friendships, and the expression of grateful acknowledg- 
ments to our best friends and benefactors. Let us ever remem- 
ber them, and love the great and good institution with the sin- 
cere love of children.” 

Mr. Fisuer Ames Sporrorp, the Orator of the day, now 
took the stand. As his address had not been written, a trans- 
lation was made by the Rev. Tuomas Gattavpet, of N. Y., 
for the benefit of the hearing part of the auditory, as he pro- 
ceeded. 


MR. SPOFFORD’S REMARKS. 


** Gentlemen and Ladies : 

You have assembled here in this building, truly a large 
assemblage, for the purpose of witnessing an interesting cere- 
mony. If the remarks I now shall make to you lack point, I 
trust I shall be excused from the peculiarity of the occasion. 
I feel a delicacy in expressing my ideas before so many to 
whom I am unknown, upon such an interesting topic. There 
seems to be to myself, an incongruity in standing here to 
address you, while there are so many among you, whose powers 
would have been better suited to the occasion. It is like pass- 
ing a splendid gateway, decorated to the extent of modern 
taste; we think that behind it there must be a temple, or a 
palace for the kings and queens of the earth; that it must lead 
to fountains and parks in all their beauty. You open the gate 
and advance, and find behind this splendor, only a miserable 
cottage. In like manner, I feel as if I, in comparison with my 
important subject, might be considered but the miserable 
cottage behind the splendid gateway. 
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We are assembled to express our love and gratitude to the 
founders of this institution, the first established in this country. 
There are present former pupils of the establishment who left 
it ten, fifteen and even twenty years ago, from distant parts of 
the country. We once more warmly greet each other. We 
have experienced great pleasure in being allowed to assist in 
contributing for the object of this day, and thus testifying our 
gratitude to our instructors, and to the founders of this institu- 
tion. Their glorious example has been followed, and now, for 
the education of our fellow sufferers, there are twelve or thir- 
teen similar places of instruction, all arising from this institu- 
tion. ‘Thirty-three years ago, the deaf-mutes in this country 
were in the darkness of the grossest ignorance. They knew 
not God. They knew nothing of the maker of heaven and of 
earth. They knew nothing of the mission of Jesus Christ into 
the world to pardon sin. ‘They knew not that, after this life, 
God would reward the virtuous and punish the vicious. ‘They 
knew no distinction between right and wrong. They were all 
in ignorance and poverty, with no means of conveying their 
ideas to others, waiting for instruction, as the sick fora physi- 
cian to heal them. 

But their time of relief had come. In this city, a celebrated 
physician, Dr. Cogswell, had an interesting daughter, who had 
been deprived of her hearing. ‘Though her father and her 
friends looked upon her with pity, yet her deprivation of hear- 
ing has proved to have been a blessing to the world. Had she 
not been left by God sitting in darkness and ignorance, the 
successful efforts that have since been made for our instruction 
might never have been attempted. Mr. Gallaudet was an inti- 
mate friend of the family, and devoted himself to contrive 
some means for her instruction. Dr. Cogswell’s enquiries soon 
established the fact that there were many other persons in the 
same unfortunate condition, a number sufficient to form a 
school, if a system of instruction could be discovered. Some 
gentlemen of Hartford sent Mr. Gallaudet abroad for this benev- 
olent purpose. He visited the London Institution, but circum- 
stances prevented the acquisition of their plan of instruction. 
The same thing took place at Edinburgh. But at Paris, all the 
facilities that he needed were given him by the Abbé Sicard, 


3 

= i 


To Messrs. Gallaudet and Clerc. 49 


the Principal of their Institution. Here he spent some time, 
acquired the knowledge of their mode of instruction, became 
acquainted with Mr. Clerc, and with Abbé Sicard’s leave, re- 
turned with him to this country. Mr. Clerc, at first, feared 
that he should be in a strange land without friends. But he 
soon found that by his amiable virtues and accomplished mind, 
he made friends here, among his pupils and in the best society 
of the city. Funds were immediately raised. Instructions 
were commenced in the building now called the City Hotel. 
The first class of pupils numbered seven. After a year, a 
building in Prospect Street was taken and then measures were 
adopted for the erection of spacious accommodations en Lord’s 
Hill, the present buildings of the Asylum. 

In 1830, Mr. Gallaudet left the Asylum, and was succeeded 
by Mr. Weld, the present Principal. 

The success of this experiment, through the blessing of God, 
has led to the establishment of other Institutions in the land, 
so many deaf-mutes are there inthe country. It was proposed 
in 1849, to hold a Convention of the teachers of all these insti- 
tutions, but the cholera prevented it. Such a Convention was 
held, Aug. 28, 1850, and seven out of the twelve institutions 
were represented. Hon. Christopher Morgan presided. The 
object of the Convention was to endeavor, if possible, to im- 
prove the present system of education. I cannot inform you 
of all the topics discussed, but trust that such Conventions 
will be held every year. 

Deaf-mutes ought not to be discouraged if they all do not 
make the same progress in education. Many commence too 
late in life to progress rapidly. All the first steps taken in 
our education must, of necessity, be imperfect. Painting was 
once imperfect. Its rude beginning among the Greeks was 
but an attempt by a lover, when leaving his mistress, to give 
her a profile of his face, taken by a shadow on the wall. 
None but the lady could recognize it, however. The same 
thing was true in statuary. Its beginning was still ruder. [It 
is impossible to represent by words, the effect of the pantomine 
that the orator now employed to show to his spectators the 
uncouth and awkward positions in which the human body was 
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progress is stamped likewise on the modes of travelling and of 
conveying intelligence. Such is the case with the education 
given to the deaf-mute. It was imperfect at the beginning, 
but is progressing towards perfection. 

Thirty-three years ago, there were no educated deaf-mutes 
sent out into the world—now, a large number. What a change 
does this fact present! Who have been the instruments of 
this change? Messrs. Gallaudet and Clerc, under the smiles 
of heaven. Our ignorance was like chaos, without light and 
hope. But, through the blessing of God, light has shone 
through the chaos and reduced it to order. The deaf-mutes 
have long wished to express their gratitude to these benefactors. 
Mr. Brown first conceived the idea, and addressed letters to all 
for their consent. All enthusiastically agreed. The idea 
flashed over the whole, like the fire on the prairie. ‘The wishes 
which we then expressed, are now carried out, in the offering 
before us, and the perfume of friendship which they convey to 
our old instructors, will be as fragrant as the offering of the 
spices in Persian temples to the sun. 

Our thanks are likewise due to the founders of this institu- 
tion, on which Heaven has smiled. Some may say that deaf- 
mutes have no gratitude ; that they receive favors as the swine 
does the acorns of the forest that are shaken down for them, 
but it is not so. We all feel the most ardent love to these 
gentlemen who founded this Asylum, and to these our earliest 
instructors. This gratitude will be a chain to bind all the 
future pupils together. Those who succeed us as pupils will 
be told of the debt of gratitude they owe to the founders of 
the American Asylum. Our ship, moored by this chain of 
remembered gratitude, will float safely hereafter, and never be 
wrecked on the rocks of pride and envy. I close with earnest 
prayers for the happiness of our instructors, both in this world 
and the next. 

The applause, at the conclusion of this address, among the 
deaf-mutes, was long and loud. 

Grorce H. Lorine, Esq., of Boston, formerly a teacher 
in the Asylum, in the name and for the behalf of the old pupils, 
now presented the pitcher to Mr. Gallaudet. His address was 
then read to the audience by Mr. Weld. 
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MR. LORING’S ADDRESS TO MR. GALLAUDET. 


Accept this plate which I offer to you in the name of the 
subscribers, former pupils of the American Asylum, as a token 
of their profound gratitude and veneration. 

Thirty-five years ago, there was no school for the education 
of the deaf and dumb in this country. They had, for a long 
time, been neglected, as their case was considered hopeless. 

An interesting child, the daughter of a much esteemed phy- 
sician in this city, was deprived of her hearing by severe sick- 
ness. In consequence of this misfortune, she was the object 
of the parents’ constant tenderness and solicitude. They used 
every means they could contrive to teach her the simplest rudi- 
ments of written-language, and, in the attempt, they partially 
succeeded. The physician had read that there were schools 
in Europe, in which the deaf and dumb were successfully 
taught te write and read, and this fact he communicated to 
you, and proposed to you to go to Europe to acquaint yourself 
with the art of teaching the deaf and dumb, for the benefit of 
your unfortunate countrymen. Moved by compassion for the 
deaf-mutes in general, and sustained by several benevolent 
persons, you embarked for Europe, and after encountering. 
many difficulties, you accomplished the object of your mission 
in France. In returning to America, you brought back an in- 
telligent and well educated deaf-mute, for your co-adjutor in 
your labors. He demonstrated, by his intelligence and con- 
versation, the truth that deaf-mutes are capable of being 
taught to write and read. The public were induced to second, 
by their liberal contributions, your efforts to establish a semi- 
nary for the education of the deaf and dumb. On this occa- 
sion, a public demonstration of gratitude on the part of the 
educated deaf-mutes is due to those benevolent persons who 
contributed, by their benefactions, to the establishment of the 
American Asylum in this city. We lament some of them who 
have since died, and we will endeavor to show ourselves grate- 
ful on all occasions to them who survive. 

It is fortunate, and it was also by a kind dispensation of 
Divine Providence, that you adopted the best method of in- 
struction for the deaf and dumb. By this method we have 
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been instructed in the principles of language, morality and re- 
ligion, and this education has qualified us to be useful members 
of society. For these blessings of education, we have felt 
ourselves obliged to you; we have long wished to make you 
some permanent testimonial of our gratitude, and have happily 
succeeded in getting one prepared. In presenting it to you, 
we all offer our earnest prayers for your welfare in your declin- 
ing years, and for your reward in the other world. 

Mr. Gattavpet then made a reply to the deaf-mutes, in the 
sign language, a copy of which he subsequently read. 


MR. GALLAUDET’S REPLY. 


My former pupils and friends. ; 

I rejoice to meet you once more. From twenty to thirty 
years have passed, since we were together in the Asylum for 
deaf-mutes in this city. How happy you then were in receiv- 
ing instruction, and myself and fellow laborers in imparting it. 
Our separation has been long. Some of our number, both 
teachers and pupils, have gone to the spirit world. 

She has gone, the beloved Alice, my earliest pupil, who 
first drew my attention to the deaf and dumb, and enkindled 
my sympathy for them. We will ever cherish her memory, 
and that of her father, one of your best and long tried friends. 
We will never forget that to them, under the divine guidance 
and blessing, we owe the origin of those ample provisions 
which have been made for your benefit. 

For God saw fit to visit her, at a tender age, with your com- 
mon privation. And on whom else, so intelligent and lovely, 
could his mysterious, yet benign Providence have sent this 
privation, to produce, as it did, so deeply and extensively, the 
interest needed to be felt in her and her fellow sufferers, in 
order to lead to prompt and effectual action in their behalf. 

In whom else, so beloved and respected as was her amiable 
father, an ornament to his profession, and filling a large sphere 
of usefulness and philanthropy, could the same Providence 
have awakened such a lively sympathy for a cherished child, 
as quickly to extend itself to others enduring the same priva- 
tion, and to make the necessary movements for their relief. 
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In what other community, more distinguished for its intelli- 
gence, enterprise and benevolence, could the same wonder- 
working Providence have placed this father and daughter, and 
the esteemed family of which he was the head, so as to excite 
among the prominent citizens, the devising of the plans, the 
raising of the means, and the adoption of the measures which 
were necessary to carry forward so novel and arduous an 
enterprise to its consummation. 

The same Providence cast my happy Jot in this community, 
near to this father and daughter, herself a playmate of my 
younger brothers and sisters, which led to my acquaintance 
with her, and then to my attempting her instruction. This I 
did, from time to time as best I could, inexperienced indeed, 
but with no little enthusiasm and zealous perseverance. At 
length, I had the privilege of being employed to carry into 
effect, the benevolent designs of my fellow citizens ; designs 
extending, as they have already done, in the establishment of 
many kindred institutions in various parts of our country. 

See in these successive links of his Providence, how God 
works out the chain of his beneficent movements. Let us be 
grateful if He condescends to use our humble and feeble 
instrumentality in these movements, if He makes any of us 
ever so small a link in this his chain of love. 

But there was another link still. What should I have 
accomplished, if the same kind Providence had not enabled 
me to bring back from France, his native land, one whom we 
still rejoice to see among us—himself a deaf-mute, intelligent 
and accomplished, trained under the distinguished Sicard, at 
that time teaching the highest class in the Paris Institution—to 
be my coadjutor here at home; to excite a still deeper interest 
in the object to which he came to devote his talents and efforts ; 
to assist in collecting those funds which were absolutely essen- 
tial for the very commencement of the operations of the 
Asylum; to be my first, and for atime, only fellow laborer 
in the course of instruction, and then to render necessary and 
most efficient aid in preparing for their work the additional 
teachers who were needed. 

Little did I think, when I engaged him in his own chamber 
in the Institution at Paris, thirty-four years ago, to come with 
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me to this country, that after witnessing the signal success and 
prosperity of the Institution to which our mutual labors have 
been devoted—his, how long and assiduously you well know— 
both of us advancing in years, and he, I trust, yet to enjoy a 
green old age; little did I then think, that we should thus 
stand together, before such a gathering of our old pupils, in 
the presence of the officers, instructors and pupils of our 
beloved Asylum, and of the President and some of the 
instructors of a kindred Institution, surrounded by a crowded 
assembly of patrons and friends, our fellow citizens and others, 
and on an occasion like this. 

You, in the ardor of your generosity, have made this occa- 
sion. I rejoice in it, especially as manifesting your heartfelt 
attachment and gratitude to my old friend and fellow laborer. 
May he long live to enjoy this attachment and gratitude, and 
that of hundreds of others, to whom he has already been, or 
will yet be, the source of so much benefit. 

As for myself, I beg you to accept my cordial thanks for the 
part with which you indulge me, in the touching interest of 
the scene. I thank you all. I thank your committee individu- 
ally. In him, from whose hands I have just received the testi- 
monial of your grateful regard, which you have been pleased 
to present me, I recognize one of my very earliest and young- 
est pupils—one whom I taught for a long course of years, and 
who now, in the maturity of manhood, is reaping the rich 
reward of his faithful use of the means of improvement which 
he then enjoyed. This testimonial of your affection I shall 
ever cherish with emotions which I cannot here express. As I 
look at it from time to time, should my life be spared for a few 
more years, I shall think of all the past in which you were 
concerned, with a melancholy pleasure—of this day, as stand- 
ing out with a strong and memorable prominence, among the 
days of my earthly pilgrimage—and of you and your fellow 
pupils with a father’s love. I shall ever pray that God may 
shed down upon you his choicest blessings, and prepare you, 
by his grace in Christ Jesus, for the holiness and happiness of 
heaven. 

You look round in vain, for some of your earliest friends in 
this city, and of the Asylum. Their forms, their kind and 
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benignant faces, their labors for your welfare, their benevolent 
offices, as it were of a paternal and maternal care, are fresh in 
your memory, but we mourn to see them not among us. You 
owe them and their survivors a debt of gratitude, which you 
can best repay, by seeking to do good, as they did, to every 
member of your large deaf-mute family, by honoring the Insti- 
tution at which you were educated, in a course of honest, vir- 
tuous and useful occupation, and by endeavoring, as you have 
the influence and the means, to sustain its reputation and pro- 
mote its welfare. 

Yet a few of these your earliest friends are spared to greet 
you this day, and to honor this occasion with their presence. 
I know how much you thank them for all they have done for 
you. What a pleasure to see them ; and what a pleasure to 
them, in their declining years, to witness in your prosperity, 
and that of so many others who have been educated here, the 
blessing of God upon their cares and efforts in this cause of 
benevolence. 

How many others, too, of our fellow citizens, their juniors 
in age, who have also devoted their cares and efforts to the 
same object are here to-day, to participate with them in this 
greeting and in this pleasure. 

Yes, be grateful to these your benefactors, and to all who 
have been concerned, in whatever way, in furnishing you with 
the means of improvement and usefulness, and of imparting to 
you the blessed truths of the gospel of Christ. They richly 
deserve your gratitude; but let its highest and most devout 
expressions ascend to Him who is the sole, efficient author of 
every good gift which we enjoy. Recognize his hand in all 
your blessings. Let Him have the warmest love of your 
hearts and the cheerful obedience of your lives. 

Mr. Lorine then, in the same feeling manner, addressed Mr. 
Cuerc, offering to him a similar gift. This address was like- 
wise read by Mr. WELp. 


MR. LORING’S ADDRESS TO MR. CLERC. 


Accept this plate, which I present to you in the name of the 
subscribers, former pupils of the American Asylum, as a testi- 
monial of our heartfelt gratitude for the great benefits of edu- 
cation which you have bestowed upon us. 
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When Mr. Gatiavuper had initiated himself in the art of 
teaching the deaf and dumb, under the illustrious Sicarp, he 
proposed to you to come to America, to establish a school for 
deaf-mutes ; and you did not hesitate to leave your beautiful 
country. You accompanied Mr. Gatuauper in his travels to 
raise funds for the benefit of the deaf and dumb, and inter- 
ested the public, by your intelligence and conversation, in 
favor of that unfortunate and neglected portion of the popula- 
tion of this country. When the lamented Mr. Henry Hup- 
son and yourself were in Washington, soliciting Congress to 
grant some bounty to the American Asylum, your intelligence 
and talents effectually pleaded in favor of that Institution, so 
that Congress made that liberal grant of land which has since 
secured ample funds to the Asylum. 

You alone have continued in your profession since the estab- 
lishment of the Asylum. We are touched with a tender inter- 
est for you, when we see you growing old in your benevolent 
labors. We could not think of letting you make your exit, 
without offering you some substantial memorial of our high 
esteem and affectionate regard. May you spend the remain- 
der of your life with comfort, and receive your reward in the 
other world. 

Mr. Crerc then replied. His address was read by Mr. 
GALLAUDET. 


MR. CLERC’S REPLY. 


Dear Pupils and Friends : 


This is the most pleasant day we have ever had: I do not 
speak of the state of the weather, but the day you have 
appointed to come and see us, after so long a separation from 
each other; and glad, indeed, are we to see you again. If 
we, your teachers, have done you any good, as you are pleased 
to say we have done, we are satisfied and ask nothing more : 
but you have chosen to present most valuable and valued gifts, 
both to Mr. Gatuauper and myself, in memory of our having 
been the first to teach the deaf and dumb in America, and as 
a testimony of your gratitude for the instruction you have 
received. 
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I thank you for my part of this beautiful present ; I accept 
it, not that I think it due from you to me; but on account of 
the pleasure it affords me to see that our exertions to render 
you better, have not been made in vain. In fact, what were 
you before your instruction? Without communication with 
other men, and consequently without any means of learning 
from them anything purely intellectual, never would you have 
been what you are now; nor would the existence of God, the 
spirituality of your souls, the certainty of another life, have 
been made known to you. The religion of Christ would have 
been for you, a material religion, a religion of sense and not of 
faith. You would have been able to say no prayers; you 
would have attended church with your friends without deriving 
any benefit whatever either from prayer-book or from sermons 
preached by clergymen. Strangers in mind and in heart to all 
the doctrines, to all the mysteries, to all the precepts of the 
gospel, you would have passed your whole lives in a kind of 
excommunication like that of the reprobate, shutting your 
eyes upon the continual miracles of divine mercy, and opening 
them only on justice. Your unfortunate parents, deprived of 
the advantage of implanting in your souls what instruction has 
inculcated on your minds, would have lamented your birth. 
But instead of this, what a happy fate you have in exchange! 
And to whom are you indebted for it? Never, my dear friends, 
could we have thought of the deplorable destiny to which the 
misfortune of your deafness had condemned you, on your com- 
ing forth into being, without coming to join ourselves to those, 
who, in 1815, laid the foundation of the first school for the 
deaf and dumb in this country. And who were those benevo- 
lent persons who first thought of you? They were the citi- 
zens of Hartford in general, and the Directors in particular, 
who were like fathers of yours. Therefore, to them all, under 
God, is your gratitude due, and great indeed it must be. Most 
of the Directors whom you have known, alas! are gone. The 
few who still remain, and the new ones who have been chosen 
to replace the departed, are still your friends and the friends of 
all the other deaf and dumb who are now with us, and who 
are to come hereafter. Some, if not all of those noble Direc- 


tors, are, I believe, among us in this church. If you please, 
Vou. III. 8 


58 Presentation of Silver Plate 


we will rise and bow to them asa feeble mark of our gratitude 
towards them. Again, let us rise and bow to these ladies and 
gentlemen who, also, have been your earliest or latest friends. 

Your gratitude is not the less due to the Governors and Leg- 
islatures of New England, who have supported, and still sup- 
port you at the Asylum. If there be any of these benevolent 
individuals here present, and if I could point them out to you, 
I would also request you to rise and bow to them; but not 
being able to do so, let us give them three cheers by clapping 
our hands three times. 

You have also another debt to pay; I mean that which you 
owe to certain citizens of the States of Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, who, also, 
in the autumn of 1816, gave us handsome donations for your 
benefit. We have not yet done; there is still another debt 
due,—it is that which you owe to the general government of 
the United States, for the grant of land it made us in 1819,’20, 
the proceeds of the sale of which enabled our kind Directors 
to purchase the lot and erect the buildings where the American 
Asylum is now in operation. Three more cheers by three 
more claps of your) hands, therefore. 

I shal] not speak of the gratitude you also owe your teachers, 
guardians and matrons; for I doubt not that you have already 
expressed it, either on leaving the Asylum or on seeing them 
again at a subsequent period. 

I presume, my dear friends, you would like to know how 
many deaf and dumb persons we have taught since the school 
commenced in the spring of 1817. Well, I will tell you. On 
examining our records a few days ago, I found the number to 
amount to 1066, (one thousand sixty-six,) including those who 
are present at the institution, viz., 605 boys and 461 girls. 
The number is rather small in comparison with the number of 
the deaf and dumb in New England; but we have done as 
well as our means would allow. It is, however, gratifying to 
know that much has also been done elsewhere ; f or besides our 
own, there are now nine or ten other schools for these unfor- 
tunate beings in the United States, most of whose teachers 
have been qualified by us, and of course, employ the same 
method of teaching and system of signs; so that wherever 
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you may chance to go, and whomsoever you may happen to 
meet, you will not be strangers to each other. 

How many of your fellow pupils have died since you de- 
parted, I cannot say exactly ; I hope, nevertheless, the number 
is not great. 

As far as I have been able to ascertain, upwards of one hun- 
dred have married, the greatest part among themselves, and 
the remainder have wives or husbands who can hear and speak. 
Thanks be to God, with a few exceptions, they all are blessed 
with children enjoying all their faculties, which will be a great 
consolation to them in their old age. The fact that a few of 
them have deaf and dumb children like themselves, must not 
be wondered at ; we are not more privileged than other men; - 
for we also are condemned to undergo some of the chastise- 
ments which divine Providence sees fit to inflict on us poor 
sinners. 

You, young men, are all above twenty-one years old. You 
are freemen. You vote, and I know that many of you feel 
interested in political matters, and belong to one or the other 
of the two great parties which unfortunately divide our fellow 
citizens. I do not pretend to dictate to you on this subject, as 
I am persuaded that you act according to the dictates of your 
conscience and best judgment; allow me, however, to recom- 
mend to you to vote only for good men, for honest men, for 
men who love their country, their whole country. 

But let me return to you, my dear friends, and repeat that 
Iam very happy to see you once more. You are going to 
return to your homes soon. My best wishes for your health 
and temporal comfurts accompany you, and my prayer is that 
when we must leave this world, we may all be ushered into 
another where our ears shall be unstopped and our mouths 
opened—where our happiness shall have no alloy, shall fear no 
change and know no end. 

Your old teacher and friend, 
Laurent 


A prayer in the language of signs was then offered by the 
Chaplain of the Day, Mr. Jos Turner, of Virginia ; and with 
this, the public exercises were concluded. 
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At an early hour in the evening, the deaf and dumb assem- 
bled at the Asylum, to spend a short time in social intercourse, 
and to partake of the rich and plentiful entertainment provided 
for them by the officers of the Institution. They were met by 
the Directors and Instructors, with their families, together with 
a few invited guests, among whom, apparently not the least 
interested of the party, was the Governor of the State. More 
would have been added to the number, had not the capacity of 
the buildings prevented any additional exercise of hospitality. 

A more happy assemblage it was never our good fortune to 
behold. Former friends and fellow pupils met again, after 
years of separation, with countenances, in many cases, so 
changed as to be barely recognisable, to recall ‘old times’ and 
old scenes ; to exchange fragments of personal history ; and 
to brighten anew the chain of friendship and gratitude that 
bound them to one another, and to the Institution in which 
their true life began. And it was most pleasant to see the 
joy that beamed from all their faces, and gave new vigor and 
animation to their expressive language of signs. 

On Friday morning, at nine o’clock, the graduates of the 
Asylum assembled once more in the chapel, for a final inter- 
view. Various addresses were made, sentiments offered, and 
resolutions passed; all of them appropriate to the occasion, 
and some of them well worthy of reproduction in this place. 
The three following sentiments, personal to the gentlemen 
whom the deaf and dumb had met to honor, were presented in 
writing by a former pupil of the Asylum. 

Mr. GautaupeT. While we revere him as a father, may we 
accord to him that homage which he so richly merits for his 
parental zeal and kindness, made manifest through a series of 
years in the deaf and dumb Asylum ; and for his anxious soli- 
citude for those who see, yet “hear not.” 

Mr. Crerc. May we cherish with profound regard the 
scholar and philanthropist, by whose lucid and comprehensive 
mind the deaf and dumb are illuminated, enlightened and 
taught to reflect and communicate intelligently on the works of 
nature and of nature’s God. 

Messrs. GatuaupeT and Cierc. Having jointly toiled in 
imparting to the deaf and dumb, their relative duties to society 
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and to man, and their greater obligation to God; may these, 
our benefactors, when called hence, enter the abodes of bliss, 
where all can unite in “ everlasting praise.” 

The following resolutions of thanks to various individuals 
were next adopted. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be, and hereby 
are, tendered to Messrs. Brown, Homer and Marsu, for their 
unremitting exertions as a committee to obtain subscriptions ; 
and for the alacrity, courtesy and ability, with which they 
have, in their several states, discharged the duties pertain- 
ing to their commission. 

Resolved, That the heartfelt thanks of this convention be 
presented to Fisher A. Sporrorp, for the able address which 
he has delivered to us. 

Resolved, That the Officers and Faculty of the Asylum be 
respectfully requested to accept our best regards and thanks, 
for their kind and hospitable entertainment of us during the 
ceremony, as a token of grateful expression to our first bene- 
factors. 

Resolved, That Mr. Batpwin, the steward, and Mrs. Wuire, 
the matron, be requested to accept our warmest acknowledge- 
ments, for their kind attention during our stay in the Asylum. 

Probably no resolutions of a similar character, with less of 
form and more of genuine feeling in them, were ever adopted. 

On Saturday morning, most of our deaf and dumb friends, 
although with great apparent reluctance, were obliged to leave 
the Asylum, to separate from each other and to return to their 
respective homes. A few of them, however, remained over 
the Sabbath, to attend the religious services which are always 
held on that day in the chapel of the Institution; a privilege 
which seemed to afford them the highest pleasure. Indeed, 
we have often remarked that among all the advantages which 
the deaf and dumb enjoy at our institutions for their benefit, 
there is not one, the loss of which most of them regret so 
much in after life, as the worship and religious instruction of 
the Sabbath, in their own language of signs. They seem to 
feel themselves more isolated from society on that day, than on 
any other of the week ; and while they are obliged to suspend 
their daily business, with no resource but reading, which to 


62 Presentation of Silver Plate 


most laboring persons, whether deaf and dumb or otherwise, is 
rather a task, than an enjoyment, it is not strange that the 
hours should hang very heavily upon their hands. It appears 
to us that more effectual measures should be taken, in every 
place where even a few educated deaf and dumb persons are 
living in convenient neighborhood with each other, to secure at 
least one meeting of areligious character on every Sabbath-day. 
Communication is now so rapid and easy throughout New 
England, that at several points where our former pupils con- 
gregate, in this and the adjacent states, some teacher of the 
Asylum might visit them and instruct them in religious trath 
upon occasional Sabbaths, with little if any interference with 
his appropriate duties in the Institution. If an arrangement of 
this kind were made, we should be much better able, than we 
now are, to watch over those who have left us, and to give 
them the aid which they so much need in resisting the tempta- 
tions of the world. One of the inquiries of Prof. Moret, in 
his circular to the New York Convention, was in these words : 
“Do the pupils, after their departure, continue to be the object 
of the solicitude of the Institution? If so, how is that solici- 
tude exercised?” While we can say with entire truth, that 
our “solicitude” for the welfare of those whom we have once 
taught, never ceases, we are, at the same time, compelled to 
acknowledge that more systematic measures should be taken, 
to make it effectual in their behalf. But this is digression. 

It is a fact of sufficient interest to be noted here, that this 
gathering of deaf and dumb persons was probably the greatest, 
in point of numbers, that ever took place any where in the 
world. So many deaf-mutes were never before assembled at 
one time and in one town, as in Hartford, on the twenty-sixth 
day of September, 1850. More than two hundred graduates of 
the Asylum were on the ground; and these, added to the two 
hundred pupils now connected with the Institution, give a sum 
total of over four hundred of the deaf and dumb, simultane- 
ously assembled beneath one roof. So far as our information 
extends, there is no parallel case in the whole history of this 
class of persons. 

We cannot refrain, also, from expressing our great satisfac- 
tion at the general appearance of intelligence and respectabil- 
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ity which they presented. There was every evidence among 
them of industrious habits and comfortable circumstances in 
respect to worldly condition; and if any observer had been 
previously inclined to suspect that the benefits of education to 
this class of unfortunates were sometimes overrated, he could 
not have failed of receiving the refutation of his error. 

To their old instructors, the whole spectacle was of the 
most gratifying character. They remembered the time when 
these now educated and intelligent men and women first came 
to them, to receive instruction. They recalled the look of 
blank ignorance and apparent imbecility which their counte- 
nances then wore; their slow and feeble progress in the sim- 
plest elements of human knowledge ; the constant and monot- 
onous labor of months and years, in the attempt to dispel the 
darkness which enveloped them, and to open their minds to 
truth and their hearts to feeling: and now, the bread cast upon 
the waters was found again; the seed sown in a rugged soil, 
had sprung up and was bearing its hundred fold. No price is 
too great to pay for such results as these ; neither is there any 
place for discouragement in any labors of benevolence, when 
Time shows that such great and happy changes can be accom- 
plished. 

The desire was frequently expressed to us by persons not 
connected with the Asylum; among others, by Governor Sey- 
mour; that an Annual Festival for the Deaf and Dumb might 
be observed in this city. Such an occasion, if properly man- 
aged, we can scarcely doubt, would be productive of good. 
To the deaf and dumb themselves it would furnish a pleasura- 
ble impulse and excitement, which they, not less than others, 
need to quicken them in their intellectual progress ; to the in- 
structors it would offer a slight spice of variety with which to 
season the monotonous round of school room duties ; while the 
public at large, being thus brought into closer contact with the 
methods and results of deaf-mute education, would be led to 
form a more intelligent estimate of its value. 

It has been the custom for many years at the Paris Institu- 
tion, to have an annual celebration of this kind; at which, 
addresses are delivered, prizes distributed among deserving pu- 
pils, and an exhibition made of their attainments in knowledge. 
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These ceremonies attract the attention, not only of benevolent 
and intellectual men, but of persons in high social and political 
position. The American consul at Paris, in a recent published 
letter, speaks of having been present and deeply interested in 
one of these exhibitions, where the annual address was deliv- 
ered by “the eminent Professor Moret ;” and on another occa- 
sion, Lovis Napoxeon, the President of the Republic, unex- 
pectedly appeared with his suite, in the midst of the assembly, 
and bestowed the cross of the Legion of Honor upon Berr- 
THIER, one of the deaf and dumb instructors in the establish- 
ment. This example of the French, it seems to us, might be 
wisely copied in America, with such variations of course, as 
our peculiar circumstances demand. 


NOTICE. 


Tuis number of the Annaxs will be sent to many persons 
who are not subscribers to the work. We wish to have it cir- 
culate as widely as possible, and we ask the privilege of giv- 
ing away as many copies as we please. No one who receives 
this number by mail or otherwise, is allowed to suspect that 
we intend it as a modest method of asking him to become a 
subscriber; although, of course, if he chooses to make him- 
self so, we shall offer no serious opposition. All we ask is, 
that men of education and intelligence will suffer a few of 
their leisure thoughts to surround us and our work, and cheer 
us onward with their sympathy. The length of the two main 
articles in the present number excludes all variety of matter ; 
but in those which are to follow, we hope to show a somewhat 
different face. 
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